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COURSE OF LECTURES 
ON 
DENTITION AND ITS DERANGEMENTS. 
DELIVERED AT THE 
NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE AND CHARITY HOSPITAL 

IN THE PRELIMINARY COURSE. 

Session 1860-61. 
By A. JACOBI, MD., 


PROF. OF INFANTILE PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, 
Lecture IX.—Parr I, 


INFANTILE life is remarkable both for its number and vari- 
ety of cutaneous affections. Even foetal life is not exempt; 
partial absence of cutis, anomalies in its formation (nevi), 
and the results of plastic inflammation to euch an extent 
as to render atrophic, and even amputate limbs, beside 
others, are not at all unusual, The first period of infaney 
develops a number of cutaneous affections, the first predis- 
position of which has been given in the development of 
the skin during foetal life, viz. ichthyosis, prurigo, and 
syphilides. Induration of the cellular tissue, oftentimes 
depending on refrigeration of the skin soon after birth, 
sugillations resulting from difficult deliveries, and the re- 
sults of insect bites, belong to the earliest age, 

Erythematous inflammations of the surface, and more 
general inflammations of the cutis complicated with more 
or less deep erosions—intertrigo—are frequent occurrences 
in infancy. They belong mostly to such infants as are 
wanting in cleanliness, especially those in whom urine and 
feces are allowed to remain in contact with the skin, while 
at a more advanced age the development of large quanti- 
ties of fat in the subcutaneous tissue, frequently combined 
with scrofulous tendencies, and anomalies in the nature of 
intestinal excretions, are more frequently attended with 
such a result. Uncommoniy high color of the newborn— 
erythriasis—is sometimes seen after too protracted a labor, 
and pressure on the infantile cutis, or resulting from 
warmth of the first baths. Erysipelatous inflammations of 
the skin, obstructions and inflammations cf the sebaceous 
fullicles—furuncles—are sometimes primary, sometimes 
secondary results of either inflammation and suppuration 
of the umbilical vein, or pyzemia of the mother, or trauma- 
tic injuries. The sebaceous follicles particularly give rise to 
trouble in this early age. Being excessively active, and 
most abundant on the scalp, the secreted tallow, mixed 
with epidermoidal scales and extraneous matter, forms 
what has frequently been called an eruption—seborrhoea. 
Miliaria is frequently seen on infants during summer, after 
warm baths, in hot rooms and bedding (prickly heat), 
Strophulus, papulous erythema, local pityriasis, nettle rash, 
rosevla, eczema, and impetigo, are frequent occurrences 
both in infaney and childhood. Herpes is occasionally 
observed, especially in the course of acute feverish dis- 
vases; fevers, gangrene, itch, are sometimes seen from 
persistent want of cleanliness; prurigo, psoriasis, lupus, 
and carcinoma are rare, but occasional, exceptions, 

Many of the cutaneous affections, more or less common 
to all ages and either sex, have not been mentioned here, 
but enough has been said to prove the frequent occurrence 
of both severe and mild forms of diseases in the infantile 
skin. It is but natural that it should be so. For there is 
no organ of the infantile body which, after having been 
protected from. external influences during fcetal life, is so 
suddenly called to unaccustomed action and unwonted 
external influences and injuries, as the skin. A fine illus- 
tration of this fact is given by what has been called jaun- 
dice of the newborn. The sudden change in the circula- 
tion of the newly born, and the irritation produced by the 
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of the vessels of the surface, give rise to the high red 
color of the cutis so commonly seen during the first short 
period of infantile life. Transudation of hxematine will 
usually take place; the amount of which, and the locality 
of its deposits, and the normal physiological transforma- 
tions (so well observed in erosions, sugillations, and 
hemorrhage from any cause), determine the greenish yel- 
low color of the skin and sclerotica of infants after the 
third or fourth day. Thus this spurious jaundice has given 
rise to the impression in the eyes of many who do not 
know, or have not seen, the dangerous symptom of icterus 
attending inflammation of the umbilical blood-vessels and 
pyzmia, that jaundice of the newborn is an almost neces- 
sary, and always innocent disease. In the majority of 
cases they are right, certainly; for this majority are dis- 
colovations of the surface brought on by the physiological 
transformation of the composition and color of transuded 
blood, and require no treatment nor particular care, while 
those fortunately not very frequent cases of real icterus 
resist every treatment and care. 

I may state here at once that hyperemia of the cutis is 
the principal cause, nay the only one, of a large number of 
different forms of cutaneous diseases. This condition par- 

tially depends on increased action of the heart and arterial 
pressure, partially on lessened function of the centre of 
circulation, and venous obstruction. Hyperemia of the 
skin may be local or general, slight or considerable. There- 
fore it is, that the same cause, according either to its mild 
or severe character, or individual impressibility, or its seat 
in superficial or deeper layers, may give rise to different 
forms of exanthems. It is, in accordance with this, a pecu- 
liarity of the iniantile organism, that the character of dis- 
eases generally is in a large measure determined by the 
liability to hyperemia, local processes depending on hyper- 
zemia and exudation being greatly more numerous than in 
advanced life. Therefore it also happens that many cutaneous 
diseases, although we do not know of many exclusively 
peculiar to infantile age, afford quite a different appearance, 
and exhibit a different course from what is observed in the 
same form of disease in the adult. 

I have said that the same cause may produce different 
forms known by different names in the textbooks, and 
that this difference of appearance depends mostly on the 
seat of the pathological process—hyperemia, or exudation 
—and individuality. Common to all these, however, and 
particularly those of the first class (hypersemia), is this 
symptom, that the high color of the integument is instantly 
removed by gentle pressure, and restored on the pressure 
being reheved; while hamorrhage will not, or but little, 
change its color, nor exudation lose its painfulness, or 
swelling, or yellowish appearance, or superficial desquama- 
tion, either in larger flaps or small scales, 

The causes alluded to are almost universally laid down, 
as high temperature, moisture, local or general irritants, 
mechanical injuries, ete. The process resulting from such 
causes consists of relaxation of the tissue, and consecutive 
dilatation of the blood-vessels. Thus, it is explained, that 
hyperemia is the first symptom of almost all both the 
acute and chronic exanthems, before exudation takes 
place. And it is further explained, why, with the impres- 
sibility of the infantile cutis, almost all the acute and fever- 
ish diseases of infantile organism, in any of its parte, is 
ready to go along with some of the outward forms of con- 
secutive local hyperemia of the skin. The injected con- 
dition of the cheeks in pneumonia and acute diseases of 
the respiratory organs in general, is one of the proofs for 
it. Exanthematic typhus owes its name to the occurrence 
of local hyperemias, either superficial and inoculated, or 
papular in consequence of exudation, The same is observed 
in cholera typhoid. Erythema is frequently seen in dis- 
eases of the brain, and affections of the stomach and intes- 
tinal tract are frequently complicated with urticaria. All 
these forms, because of their dependency on an internal cause, 
have been called symptomatic, while those in which the 





influence of the atmosphere, and the consequent injection 
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local process can be traced to a direct and immediate in- 
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fluence, have been baptized as idiopathic. Thus medical 
terminology and memory have been inundated by a large 
number of superfluous and bewildering, though exceedingly 
learned, names. I say So, because | do not believe in the 
retaining of such wames, as for instence, erythema calori- 
cum, erythema solare, erythema vene nale, erythema trau- 
maticum, when it is fully sufficient, and equaliy as scientific, 
both to know that the simple form of euta- 
neous hyperemia, which we find convenient to call ery- 
thema to distinguish it from other forms, may be pro- 
duced by calor, warmth, sol, sun, venenum, poison, and 
trauma, wound. 

Since the time of Dr. Simon, of Berlin, whose clear 
understanding and studious habits the world prematurely 
had to bury within the gates of a lunatic asylum, all the 
forms ol exanthems depending on either hyperemia alone, 
or exudation, have been comprehended by the term of der- 
Although this term 
may not appear to be appropriate to all cases, it is certainly 


and to state, 


matitis—intlammation of the skin, 


true, that by following his example the terminology of 


cutaneous diseases otherwise so complicated end embar- 


Thus erythema, ery- 
} 


aua 


rassing has been greatly simplified. 
sipelas, herpes, urticaria, eczema, impetigo, lichen 
strophulus, and prunigo, are easily recognised in their ania- 
tomical and physiological differences and similarities, in 
sume simple hyperenia, in some exudation either in or 
upon the cutis, being the prevailing element. A schematic 
exposition of the above views is readily understood in the 
following classification : 

Erythema 


vesicles. 


Superticial acute dermatitis. Without formation 
Uniform, 
General acute 
blisters. Uniform, 
Herpes ‘Superticial 


V esich 8, 


Erysipelas dermatitis, With formation 


acute dermatitis. With formation 

Location limited, Typical course. 

Urticaria.  Superticial acute dermatitis. With formation 
papule 

Eczema Superticial acute dermatitis 
vesicles Difluse No typical course, 

Impetigo Superticial acute dermatitis, With formation 
pustule, Copious development of young cells. 

Lichen (strophulus). Acute dermatitis. With formation 
conical noduli, mostly in groups. 

Prurigo. Acute dermatitis, With formation dispersed in groups, 
small and flat, and itching noduli, 

Roseola. Superficial acute dermatitis. 
persed 


With formation 


With formation dis- 

These forms of cutaneous eruptions are, more or less, 
those which are by very many authors, and the public 
generally, attributed to the influence of dentition. To 
judge of the truth of such assumptions, we shall be enabled 
by either the affirmative or negative answer to a number 
of distinct questions. The nature of these answers will 
show if there is, in our case, any truth for the “ post hoc,” 
or rather “cum hoc,” “ergo propter hoc.” 
are these: Is there, between the protrusion of a tooth, 
and the appearance of the above mentioned cutaneous 
eruptions, a mere coincidence, or a direct causality? Will 
these eruptions show themselves with the swelling of the 
gums? Will they disa; pear with or after the final pro- 
trusion of a tooth or a group of teeth? Will they return 


with a renewed attempt of another tooth, or group of 


teeth, to break through the gums? 
tion, which is it? 

The nature and etiology of those eruptions will finally 
help in deciding the above questions. 


If there is a correla- 


=_—>- -—— 


Scurceon Wiiuram 8S. Kina, long Medical Director of Ge- 
neral Banks's corps, has been detached and placed in charge 
of hospitals in Philadelphia. 

Tut Homeeopathists have a hospital in Washington, and 
are calling loudly for donations and contributions. It is to 
be hoped that its patrons will not contribute according to 
the how.eeopathie principle—that the higher the dilution the 
more potent the remedy ! 


These questions | 
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REMARKS ON ALBUMINURIA, 

BEFORE THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
By A. CLARK, M.D., 


PROF, OF PRACTICE AND PATHOLOGY, 


MADE 


Tur term, Bright’s Disease, it is said, is generally used by 
the profession, to designate diseases which are essentially 
different in character. With this proposition, which has 
been authorized by good pathologists, I am disposed to take 
I do not believe that the different conditions of the 
kidney indicate diseases which are really different in their 
character. It is the custom now to write and speak of this 
affection as presenting itself in two quite distinct forms: 
the large white kidney and the small contracted kidney. Both 
these forms were recognised and described by Bright him- 
self. Wilks (Guy’s Hospital Reports, vol. vill., p. 233, 2d 
Series) made this distinction the basis of his classification, 
adding three other forms. One which he denominates the 
“coarse kidney ;” another in which he finds fibrous tssue 
in excess, but in which there is no contraction : and a third 
which he calls the “ simple fatty degeneration,” but says at 
the same time, that it has nothing to do with Bright's dis- 
Now, Sir, with reference to this matter, it seems to 
me that the large white kidney, which is exceedingly well 
characterized in its appearance, and which has its own par- 
ticular symptoms, is, after all, but the result of a diseased 
action, which, by a little modification, can produce the 
small and contracted kidney, and that Wilks’s additions are 
intermediate forms, and really the preparations in the kid- 
ney for one or other of these two characteristic conditions. 
I suppose it is proper to say, that Dr. Bright himself, in the 
paper which he published in Guy's Hospital Reports, in the 
year 1836, page 381, while he seems to prefer the opinion 
that these different forms are really different stages of one 
disease, still holds the following language: “There may, 
however, be some reason to doubt whether the different 
states of the organ are not rather evidence of modifications 
in the diseased action, than correct indications of the dura- 
tion of the disease.” That, I believe, is the true view, Sir. 

With reference to the different forms of the disease, the 
Academy may get some definite ideas of what I mean by 
some very accurate drawings which were specially made 
for me some years ago. This is the large white kidney of 
Wilks and Goodfellow, and here is another of the same 
character. The upper one of these two represents the con- 
tracted kidney, while the under one shows an interme ‘tiate 
state, not the contracted, lobulated, or “ hob-nailed” kidney 
like the one above it. Here are the external and sectional 
views of two which are white but not enlarged; and here 
are three which are neither white nor enlarged, but yet are 
seriously diseased. That, for example, looks like a healthy 
kidney to the naked eye; it is, however, a diseased organ. 
This one would hardly be regarded as a diseased kidney, 
aud yet it was one which gave albumen during life and 
produced death. This one is the horse-shoe kidney, formed 
by an isthmus of kidney structure across the spinal column 
which unites the two kidneys into one organ. The weight 
of these united organs is not quite equal to that of two 
healthy kidneys. have had the section of the isthmus 
represented in order to show that it is true kidney or 
secreting structure. The color was unusual, an olive or 
greenish slate; it was studded with brown and dark grains 
of hematoidine. One portion of the double kidney is repre- 
sented as unopened, the other as opened. Both parts were 
studded with very minute pits. Albumen had been noticed 
in the urine for a considerable time previous to death. The 
patient had oedema. It is of the fibrinous or small variety, 
although it is not markedly diminished in size. 

I will not at present enter upon the minute anatomy of 
these two forms, the contracted, or small or fibrous, and 
the large soft or white kidney, but will reserve it for a 
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future period, perhaps a future evening. My aim at this 
moment is merely to state that while we have these two 
apparently very distinct forms, and while one, as will be 
seen before we get far on, is attended by particular symp- 
toms, so that it can be recognised, and the other as fre- 
quently is not recognised at all, or only in its last stage, 
they are yet substantially the result of the same diseased 
action; and that the intermediate conditions that have been 
ealled waxy and the firm kidney, ete., where there is no 
change in size, are really the result of the same kind of dis- 
ease, in some going on towards the large white kidney, and 
in others tending to become the contracted kidney, It is 
true that waxy kidney is spoken of in connexion with 
albuminuria, but out of a record of thirty microscopical ex- 
aminations of kidneys affected with Bright's disease, pre- 
served in this book, only one could be regarded as having 
undergone the waxy degeneration in any degree. Indeed, 
in this the cells had not undergone the waxy transforma- 
tion at all. It was a fibrous kidney with a waxy appear- 
ance of the fibres. I have seen the true waxy kidney, but 
its occurrence is exceedingly rare, and at present it may 
properly be questioned whether albuminous urine is one of 
its symptoms, or whether it has any more affinities to the 
disease we are considering than a cancerous or tuberculous 
kidney has. Kidneys often have a waxy appearance with- 
out having undergone in the slightest degree the true waxy 
degeneration. This is often seen in the firm fibrous kid- 
ney. The fatty kidney is spoken of, and it is made into a 
class by itself. The propriety of making a section for the 
fatty kidney seems to me, to be, at least, questionable. I 
do not believe that there is any such degeneration in the 
kidney or any part of the body that is not a mere accident, 
that is not the result of a certain diseased action that should 
have another name. In the cases that I have here record- 
ed, thirty in number, some of the kidneys that were most 
diseased did not contain one particle more of oil than in 
health; while in other cases, where the disease was incon- 
siderable, the oil existed in great abundance, and in two or 
three instances where the kidneys were not materially 
changed in size and where the disease was of short dura- 
tion, there was still a large amount of fat in the organ; and 
in these instances there were abundant evidences that there 
had been congestion of a very marked character, so marked 
that where the kidney was left to drain without being per- 
mitted to dry (by being wrapt in oil-silk), in one instance 
the weight was diminished one and a half ounces, in an- 
other instance three, and in another two. T look on the 
fatty degeneration as the result partly of the diseased ac- 
tion which in one instance will produce the large white 
kidney, and in another the contracted or “ hob-nailed” kid- 
ney, as the case may be, and partly of a general condition 
of the system which favors fatty deposits in other organs as 
well as in the kidneys. As, however, it does not appear to 
exercise any unfavorable influences on the function of the 
organ, except where it is extreme (1. ¢gfatty degeneration), 
it seems to me better to throw it out of the classification 
and consider it as an accident. 

Passing from this topic, we shall take up the considera- 
tion of the frequency of Bright's diseases of the kidney, in 
which a great deal of its importance is to be found. There 
is an impression now that the disease is growing more fre- 
quent, especially among those who are turning their atten- 
tion to the subject. I have thought that it might be of 
sufficient interest to the members of the Academy, to note 
what Dr. Bright said of its frequency at the time he first 
observed the disease, as this will show that the supposed 
increase is only apparent. In the paper before alluded to, 
he remarks, that the importance of this subject grows upon 
him as he studies it, and that he has been able to make, for 
the most part himself, one hundred post-mortem examina- 
tions, in a limited time ; that he finds in each of the Hospitals 
of London there are hardly ever less than twenty cases at 
a time, and believes that at any time forty cases may be 
found in Guy’s Hospital alone. Further on he says, that to 
instruct himself upon this point, he examined the urine of 
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one hundred and thirty patients in his wards in the hos- 


pital, without reference to the nature of their diseases, and 
that he found out of these hundred and thirty that eighteen 
had a considerable quantity of albumen in their urine, and 
that twelve more had an appreciable quantity, and he 
reckons that in those wards at that time there were from 
one-sixth to one-fourth of all the cases that had albuminuria, 
and more or less of kidney diseases. Similar remarks to 
the end that the disease was found in very considerable 
amount can be found in Christison, Rayer, and indeed in 
every writer who paid particular attention to it early. We 
now see nothing more than they saw. Ten years ago |] 
was able to point out to the students at Bellevue Hospital 
in one single day fifteen well marked cases of albuminuria, 
and to give the histories of each of them on successive 
days.—At this moment in the hospital among sixty-seven 
male patients there are five well marked cases, and no 
search has been made into the condition of those in whom the 
symptoms are not marked or obtrusive. These remarks 
tend to two points—one I have already stated, and the other 
is to show us how important the disease is and how fre- 
quently it may exist in the practice of every physician. I 
may now add that any physician in private and public 
practice, who secks for the disease, will find it a great 
many times where he does not suspect it. 
(To be Continued.) 
> 
ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 
OF THE INSANE, 
By JOHN B. CHAPIN, M.D., 
BRIGHAM HALL, CANANDAIGUA. WB. Y, 

Ir is a reasonable presumption when the Committee of the 
Legislature which reported the bill for the creation of the 
State Lunatic Asylum expressed the conviction that the 
State should erect “hospitals adequate in number and 
extent to accommodate all our insane,” they announced 
what they believed ought to be, and would become, its 
policy in after years. To what extent these expectations 
have been realized, and wherein laws, which were enacted 
to subserve the important interests of the insane, as was 
supposed, have been shown in practice to be ineffective 
for this purpose, we have endeavored in a previous number 
to point out. It remains then to inquire, as we pro- 
posed, what plans and suggestions for the improvement of 
the condition of the insane experience and practice may 
devise. In doing so we must never lose sight of the fact, 
that insanity is a condition of disease susceptible of treat- 
ment, cure, and amelioration. In dealing with it other- 
wise, ignorance of its nature at once begets the irregulari- 
ties which go to make up the abuses of the insane. 

The defects which are most apparent, and out of which 
the evils of the present system of caring for the insane 
mostly grow, are:— 

Ist. The existence of a Statute under which patients 
may be transferred from the State Lunatic Asylum and 
placed in the county poor-houses at the expiration of a 
certain period of their residence there, notwithstanding 
recovery has not taken place, 

In a previous article it was remarked that the fear of 
impairing the usefulness of the State Asylum, by over- 
crowding, induced such a modification of the law as to 
provide for the discharge of indigent patients after a cer- 
tain lapse of time, The institution did become crowded 
very soon after Completion.» The State was exceedingly 
tardy in making any provision for its insane, indeed, 
behind Ohio, and other States second to it in resources and 
opulation, It could hardly be expected that a single 
capital would be able to accommodate the insane of a 
yopulous and rapidly-growing State. Why, then, should 
fegislation on this subject have reference to a hospital 
of fixed proportions, and universally conceded to be large 
enough, in the hope that some plan might thus be devised 
to cause it to answer all future purposes? Yet, strange as 
it may seem, all the legislation which has been had to 
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provide more generally for the insane, has been the pas- 
we of the amendment, heretofore alluded to, which virtu- 

ally permits one insane person to be removed from the 

Srate hospital for the purp se of receiving another. Of a 

piven humber of recent cases thi majority will recover. 


wt us, however, suppose the case of a patient of the pau- 
ite Asylum. He 


and is left with 


ito the St 


i 


masses through the tage of disease, 


I 
per or indigent class ad 
| 
! 


iis mental faculties impaired. Ile becomes industrious and 
iseful about a farm He occupies a quiet ward, and under 
the regular operations of the nstitution is in a comfortable 
state of 1 Ye In due course of time, or at the expira- 
tion of his allotted term, he is removed to a county house 

1 building without a ngle arrangement or association 
to conduce to his comfort and care, and utterly repugnant 
to hus teelnegs. Others, who are violent or hely less—and 


of all classes tl ey most require those humane revulations 
which intelligence and science devise—pass their allotted 
ordeal and fall to the county officers, as incurab!es again, to 
provide for, They are sent to the county poor-house 
where the insane are provided for without classification, 
and with such restraints as will reduce the amount of 
attendance to the least decree, One result of this practice 
is, that county officers, tinding themselves obliged to care 
for a certain number of insane persons of the incurable 
class, at length venture upon the reception into the poor- 
houses of acute cases, Another result is the legalization 
of these rec eptables for the care of the insane, thus threat- 
ening to undermine the humane policy of earlier years. A 
SVstem, which takes care of the msane person durit oy the 
acute stage of his disease, and virtually turns him out of an 
asylum incurable and helpless, is not a comprehensive one, 
fails to answer a desired end, and requires amendment, 
Are we not warranted in asking that this be brought 


about, and that all laws causing or permitting a patient at 
the public charge to be discharged from the State Asylum 
before reeovery has taken plaice, when by such discharge 
pati nt 
be Pepe ale d ? 

2d. The division of the insane poor into an indigent and 
pauper class, by which a discrimination, based upon pro- 


such is lable to be placed in a poor-house, should 
i } ’ 


perty, eXists, Operating often to the disadvantage of the 
latter, is an evil which ou It may have 
been thought necessary to place the custody of all paupers 
In the the Superintendent of Poor. Other 
reasons, of which we are ignorant, may have existed for 
this discrimination, It is, however, of vital importance to 
the patient whether he is to be dispose lof by the County 
Judge, or a Superintendent of the Poor. The latter officer 
is so ofien lable to be influenced by motives of a selfish 
antl economical character, so inconsistent and incompatible 
with a proper and humane consideration of a condition of 
disease, as to incapacitate him for an independent discharge 
of his duty. It should be borne in mind that poverty is 
one of the concomitant circumstances of insanity, and pot, 
as a usual thing, antecedent to it. The great majority of 
the insane poor are not paupers in the ordinary use of that 
term. It is shown in a report of the Secretary of State 
that eighty-two per cent. of the insane poor in the county 
poor-houses were seli-supporters prior to the attack ; and, 
out of four thousand cases of insanity treated in the asylums 
of this State, we found the small number of seventy-four 
without occupation. Insanity has been properly ascribed 
to be one of the causes of pauperism, and not the result of 
it. This is the true relation Df insanity to pauperism. 

3d. The discretionary power possessed by Superintend- 
ents of the Poor of sending patients to the asylum or poor- 
house, and the legalization of such places as receptacles for 
the insane. This arises from the power vested in Boards 
of Supervisors of approving of an asylum, other than the 
State Lunatic Asylum, for the insane poor. There being 
but one asylum in the State where such patients can be 
received, it is implied of necessity that they must go to the 
poor-houses, Among the conditions on which recovery 


elt lo be corrected. 


hands ol 


from insanity depends, no one of them is more essential 
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than the stage in which the patient is placed under treat- 
ment. It is important this should be done as soon after 
attack as is consistent with safe removal from home. In 
the case of the pauper patient, as well as the independent, 
the community, the family, and the individual, are interested 
in his restoration. The support of the former devolves upon 
the public treasury. It is obvious that as soon as he is 
restored he ceases to be a pubhe charge, and, if through 
inattention, or the nature of his disease, he becomes im- 
curably insane, he is a lifelong expense. We are then 
appealed to by motives of humanity and charity, to rescue 
persons thus afflicted from the physical and mental degrada- 
tion insanity sometimes brings. We are urged by those 
ties of reciprocal duty which bind all communities together, 
as well as by motives of political economy, to afford every 


recent case of insanity a seasonable opportunity of treat- 
ment. The discretionary power of sending patients to an 


asylum cannot be lodged, safely, with public officers who 
are elective and influenced by various motives, without 
aluses and irregularities necessarily resulting. It bas been 
exercised under mistaken views of economy ; also, that the 
poor-howse possessed the requisites of a hospital ; and, 
again, the supposed curability or incurability of the patient 
has decided the disposition of the case. It will thus be 
perceived, how it happens that the practice of different 
counties varies with the change of officers. May we not 
properly ask whether under these circumstances human 
judgment is not fallible? And, whether such important 
interests as the well-being of the insane should be intrusted 
to the caprice and decision of an individual, or ought not 
rather to be guarded and protected by some general law, 
universally applicable, giving to the officer functions of a 
character purely executive and not discretionary ? 

The more prominent defects of our present system, which 
are here briefly presented, are to be remedied :— 

Ist. By a repeal of the statute permitting the discharge 
of a publie patient from the State Lunatic Asylum, in an 
incurable condition, and authorizing the return of such 
patients to an alms-house. * 

2d. By the abolishment of the division of the insane 
poor into an indigent and pauper class. 

3d. By taking away all power now possessed by Superin- 
tendents of Poor of disposing of the insane. On the occur- 
rence of a case of insanity in a person presumed to be in 
indigent circumstances, the question of the existence of 
insanity should first be determined before two Justices of 
the Peace, or a County Judge. For this purpose they 
should have the concurrent testimony of at least two phy- 
sicians. They should then examiue into the alleged indi- 
gence of the patient. If found insane they should so 
certify, which certificate should be an order of admission 
into the State Lunatic Asylum, at the expense of the 
county from which sent. Such proceedings would be 
simple, uniform, and inexpensive 

4th. By the appajntment of a Commission of Lunacy. 

While these changes are of such a nature as to commend 
themselves to the friends of the insane, it becomes our 
duty to inquire into the probable result of such radical altera- 

ions in our present system. In the first place, all recent 
cases of insanity would receive an order of admission to 
the State Lunatic Asylum, and would be received as far as 
the capacity of the institution would permit. The re- 
mainder would have a claim upon the State which it could 
not long ignore. Secondly, the effect of the proposed 
changes would be the accumulation of incurables in the 
State Asylum. The chief difficulty in a comprehensive 
system for the care of the insane lies in the proper disposi- 
tion of this class. Our duty in regard to the new cases is 
clear. The real problem is to know what to do with the 
incurables. The eles of every case presents the stage 
of active disease from which the patient emerges to a con- 
dition of health, or of incurability. In the latter condition 
he is either turbulent, noisy, or filthy in habits; or quiet, 
_ harmless, and industrious. He does not require the expen- 
| sive style of hospital building, its extensive medical and 
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household organization. It has been objected that the 
support of incurables in hospitals with al! the appointments 
and detail of curative establishments, was a greater expense 
than was warranted. This has been adduced by county 
officers as a cogent reason for the removal of patients. 
Instances could be cited where county officers visiting 
patients at the Asylum chargeable to their county, on 
learning they were able to perform some labor, and in a 
comfortable arid quiet condition, have removed them, con- 
fined them to the county house, or permitted them to 
escape, though incurably insane. That condition, which 
has been attained only with great pains and expense, may 
thus speedily be changed for the worse. 

The Asylum, at Utica, should assume its originally- 
designed relation to the insane as a curative institution, and 
some provision be made for the discharge of incyrables, and 
their proper and humane care. Availing ourselves of the 
fact that the majority of incurables and chronic cases, in an 
agricultural community, may with attention become indus 
trious, perform the manual labor of a farm and domestic 
work within doors, may not an organization upon an indus- 
trial basis be devised, embracing such of this clasS as the 
Superintendent of the State Asylum may designate for the 
purpose? This organization would in other words constitute 
a colony from the hospital. We are aware that a proposi- 
tion to erect institutions for the accommodation of incura- 
bles is liable to meet objections at the hands of some mem- 
bers of the profession devoted to the specialty of insanity. 
The question of caring for curables and incurables, in 
separate institutions, has been a subject of discussion, with- 
out, however, as far as we are aware, developing any plan 
for ameliorating the condition of the latter class. It has 
seemed to us that an institution based upon an organization 
of an industrial character, seeking to employ every member 
of the household in s@me occupation tending to reduce the 
cost of support, and yet seeking by regularity of habits and 
varied work to bring about a condition of cheerfulness and 
contentment, could do very much to alleviate their unfor- 
tunate condition, and make the burden of lite more tolera- 
ble. We might have regarded this plan as chimerical, if it 
were not in successful operation at the present time. Ex- 
plaining by conversation and correspondence the defects of 
our system to Dr. Pollak, of St. Louis, long identified with 
the public imstitutions of that city, he promised to bear this 
subject in mind in the course of his projected visit to 
Europe. He has kindly placed in our hands the history 
and plans of the Asylum and Colony of Fitz James, Cler- 
mout, France, which we find contains suggestions and 
ideas which we believe solve the question of the disposi- 
tion of the incurable insane, especially as their wisdom has 
been confirmed by a successiul experience of twelve years. 

The subject which we have endeavored to bring before 
the profession through the medium of this Journal, though 
not a novel one, deserves more attention at its hands than 
it has received in latter years. Those persons whose 
official relations to the insane have enabled them to become 
familiar with their wants, particularly the present Superin- 
tendent of the State Asylum, Dr. Gray, have done very 
much to enlighten the Legislature and the community. Not- 
withstanding their persistent elforts, a strange indifference 
and apathy sull exist in the public mind. It is not too much 
to hope for the co-operation of the profession to aecomplish 
results of vast sanitary importance to the people of this 
State, and the interests of humanity. 

* 


— oo 


I’ Union Medicale, speaking of the late operation per- 
formed by M. Civiale on the King of the Belgians, remarks 
that this is the second time a royal bladder has been sub- 
mitted to the instrumentation of this skilful operator. The 
late King Bomba, of famous memory, underwent the same 
operation, and paid a fee for it of £5,000. M. Civiale, the 
journal adds, does not appear to have brought back from 
Belgium anything more than the Cross of Leopold — 
Brit. Med. Jour. 
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CASES OF VAGINISMUS, WITH THE METHOD OF 
TREATMENT. 
sy J. Manion Sims, M.D. 
(Reprinted from the Bulletin of the N. Y. Academy of Medicine. ] 

(Continued from page 294.) 
From personal observation, I can confidently assert that 
[I know of no disease capable of producing so much 
unhappiness to both parties to the marriage contract, and I 
am happy to state that I know of no serious trouble that 
can be so easily, so safely, and so certainly cured. I now 
venture, with the approbation of this learned body, to give 
this affection a name as well as a remedy. 

By the term Blepharismus or Blepharospasmus, we mean 
an involuntary, painful, spasmodic contraction of the 
orbicularis palpebrarum, with great supersensitiveness or 
iatolerance of light. By the term Laryngismus, we mean 
a spasmodic contraction of the rima glottidis, with stridu- 
lous inspiration. And by the term Vaginismus, I propuse 
to designate an involuntary, spasmodic closure of the mouth 
of the vagina, attended with such excessive supersensitive- 
ness as to form a complete barrier to coition. These vari- 
ous affections may or may not be complicated with inflam- 
mation, but do not necessarily depend upon it. We may 
have vesical tenesmus without inflammation of the bladder, 
and rectal tenesmus without rectitis The most perlect 
exaniples of Vaginismus that I have ever seen have been 
uncomplicated with inflammation; but I have met with 
eases in which a slight redness or erythema was visible at 
the fourchette, just without the reduplication of the vaginal 
mucous membrane, called the hymen, Usually, the hymen 
is thick and voluminous, and, when the finger is passed into 
the vagina, its tree border often fecls as resistant as if bound 
by a fine cord or wire; but it may also be firm and unyield- 
ing, with even the wire-feeling free border, without symp- 
toms of Vaginismus. There need be no mistake in diagno- 
sis. It can be confounded only with impermeable hymen 
or with atresia. In each of these, marriage may have 
existed without consummation, but the true cause becomes 
patent on investigation, 

In acase of Vaginismus, the gentlest touch with the finger, 
a probe, or even a feather, pro luces the most excruc lating 
agony. The sensitiveness ts at all parts of the vaginal out- 
let, is very great at the meatus urinarius, and on each side 
of it, just where the hymen taken its origin; is greater still 
on the vulval or outer face of the hymen, near the orifice of 
the vulvo-vaginal gland, and greatest at the sulcus or redu- 
plication from the vulval orifice. Often, the most sensitive 
point of all is at the fourchette, where the hymen projects 
upwards, I have often heard patients shriek with terror 
and agony, exclaiming that 1 was thrusting a dagger into 
the body, w! en I merely touched the sensitive points with 
a camel's hair pencil or a soft feather; and again thest 
same patients have declared that they felt comparatively 
nothing when I have had the parts held asunder, so as to 
pass a prqbe into the vagina, making forcible pressure 
against the internal or vaginal suriace of the hymen, thus 
proving that, while the outer face of the hymen was super- 
sensitive, its inner surface was normal, In all cases, the 
mere spasm of the sphincter is painful, and in many cases 
the sphincter ani feels almost as hard as a ball of ivory. 
Indeed, one of my patients supposed it to be a tumor to be 
cut out before she could be cured, The spasm of the 
sphincter is pathognomonic of the disease; the supersensi- 
tiveness, diagnostic. This fact is more delicately shown by 
touching the outer surface of the hymen, particularly at its 
reduplication, with a soft camel's hair pencil. 

Treatment.—I shall not detain you with a rehearsal of 
the steps by which the proper treatment was finally deter- 
mined ; enough has been said already to show that it was 
not accidental, as my observations extended from May, 
1857, to August, 1859. The treatment consists in the 
removal of the hymen, the incision of the vaginal orifice, 
and subsequent dilatation, The last is utterly useless with- 
out the others, but is essential to easy and perfect success 
with them. 
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I usually make two operations, though all may be done 
inone. Placing the patient, etherized, on the left side, I 
seize the hymeneal membrane with a pair of forceps, just at 
its junction with the urethra on the left side, and, putting it on 
the stretch, clip it with properly curved scissors till the whole 
of it is removed in one continuous piece, 
hwmorrhage is sufficient to re quire a compress of lint, thrust 
into the mouth of the vagina, w 
ant. In two instances the 


} 


hile in others it is unimport- 
but 
The 
cut usually heals in three or four days, after which the ope- 
ration for radical cure may be performed, 

Notwithstanding the removal of the thick, sensitive 
hymen, the cicatrix marking the original place at the 
mouth of the vagina is excessively sensitive, and, in some 


bleeding was excessive, 


was easily controlled by the liquor ferri persulphatis. 


Instances, 


stricting 


feels hard and ten e, as if a small cord were con- 
the outlet. This I formerly divided at different 
points, and in divers ways, during the course of my experi- 
ments, and finally arrived at the following method as being 
the surest and best :— 

Place the patient, fully etherized, on the back, as in the 
position for lithotomy, pass the index and middle fingers 
of the left hand into the vagina, separate them laterally so 
as to open the vagina as widely as possible, putting the 
fourchette well on the stretch. Then make a deep cut with 
a common scalpel through the vaginal tissue on the right 
of the mesial line, 


bringing it from above downwards, and 
terminating at the raphe of the perineum. This cut forms 
a d 


v 


one side, the left, a b, of a Then pass the knife 
H 

again into the vagina, still dilating with the fingers as before, 
and cut in like manner on the opposite side from above 
downwards, uniting the two incisions at the raphe as shown 
by the line d b, which is to be extended quite to the peri- 
neal integument, and through its upper border, as shown 
by the dotted line be. Each cut will be nearly two inches 
long, extending from about half an inch above the upper 
border of the sphincter vagina, across the sphincter for 
about half an inch, and down to the perineal raphe for 
nearly an inch more, Of course, this will vary in different 
subjects according to the development of tissue in each. 
To perfect the cure, the patient will wear for a time a 
properly adapted vaginal dilator. I use an instrument 
usually made of glass, sometimes of silver, or other metal 
silvered or gilt. I prefer glass, because it is cheap and 
easily kept clean, while being transparent, it is easy to see 
how the wound is_ progressing without removing the 
instrument. Moreover, some patients have insisted that 
a glass instrument is more comfortable and less irritating 
than one of metal. I am not prepared to say whether this 
be true, yet there may be both truth and philosophy in the 
assertion, as one substance is the worst conductor of heat, 
and the other among the best. The dilator is sometimes 
introduced as soon as the operation is finished, especially if 
there be much hemorrhage, which always ceases imme- 
diately in consequence of the pressure of the instrument. 
But most generally | do not order it for twenty-four hours 
after the operation, when it is worn two, three, or four 
hours. Its introduction is attended with a sense of sore- 
ness, but with none of the peculiar, agonizing suffering, 
characteristic of the original disease. The instrument is 
usually worn for two hours in the morning, and two or 
three hours in the evening, more or less, according to the 
tolerance of the patient. I have been often astonished at 
the rapidity with which the cuts heal, the process being 
seemingly facilitated by the pressure of the glass dilator, 
which 1s to be worn daily for two or three hours, or until 
the parts being entirely cured, and all sensitiveness removed, 
the patient may be pronounced competent to fulfil comfor- 
tably and pleasantly the duty of a wife. 

The dilator is about three inches long, sometimes a little 
more, slightly conical, open at one end and closed at the 
other, and of different sizes, varying from an inch to an 
inch and a half in diameter. A+ the largest part near the 
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outer extremity, there is a depression on one side for the 
urethra and neck of the bladder, It is open at the outer 
end to allow the pressure of the atmosphere to hold it in 
the vagina, which it does very effectively. When closed at 
both erids, a T bandage is necessary, and the instrument 
often slips. I found that a perfectly round cylinder, on 
being worn for three or four hours, always irritated the 
urethra and neck of the bladder; hence, the urethral depres- 
sion on one side, which also materially aids itS self-retaining 
pow er, 

This disease is by no means rare. Dr. Emmet and my- 
self saw seventeen cases in twenty-four months. Of these, 
one had been married thirty years; one, fifteen years; one, 
thirteen years; one, seven years, one, six years ; three, 
three years; and so on down to two years, Of these, fif- 
teen have, been treated, all of whom were cured. Three 
have become mothers—one conceiving in two months after 
her cure, one in four months, and another in twenty months 
—and I have no doubt that many more will become mothers 
in due course of time. In most of them, sexual intercourse 
had never been accomplished; in two, it had been done 
a few times very imperfectly, then suspended altogether ; 
while in two others it had been indulged in under the most 
trying circumstances, and always with dreadful suffering to 
the wife, and in these there was the most complete wreck 
of the nerves, if such an expression may be allowed. All 
were married but one. In this case, the affection was not 
discovered until her physician made an effort to find out 
something about the state of her womb, as she was suffer- 
ing greatly from dysmenorrheea. He then. sent her to me, 
supposing that she had atresia vagine. The vaginisinus 
was cured in two or three weeks, after which the patient 
returned to her physician for treatment of her dysme- 
norrhoea. 

It must not be for a moment suppgged that I arrogate to 
my self the discovery or description =e new disease. I do 
not, for it has been encountered for all time. I claim only 
to have separated Vaginismus from a great class in which it 
had been obseurely hidden away. Others have met it 
before. Some have called it neurosis; but this is a generic 
term, which may be applied to any painful affection, uncom- 
plicated with inflammation. Many have called it neuralgia; 
but this term is wholly inapplicable, for it has none of its 
habitudes. Neuralgia is supposed to be a painful affection 
usually in the course of a nerve, coming when it pleases, 
remaining as long as it pleases, and disappearing when it 
pleases, but usually observing a particular cycle of time in 
its advent, its culmination, and its decline. Let it once 
leave, and it cannot be recalled at will; but vaginismus 
can be provoked at any moment by the gentlest touch, 
ceasing immediately on removing the irritating cause, never 
returning spontaneously, and never returning at all except 
under the same mechanical agency. Time will show that 
this is not the only disease where our ignorance is covered 
over by the broad mantle of neuralgia. Some have called 
it hyperesthesia, but this is only another phase of neural- 
gia—a thing that is here to-day and gone to-morrow, and 
is most generally symptomatic of some other affection. 1 
call it Vaginismus, because it is not only a symptom but a 
conglomerition of symptoms, constituting a distinct and 
separate disease, with as good a right to @ proper name as 
any disease enumerated in our nosology. 

If, by the invariable uniformity of symptoms, if by the 
frighttul amount of physical, moral, and social suffering 
which it always engenders, or, better still, if, by the cer- 
tainty, facility, and safety of its treatment, a disease be 
entitled to a particular name and special study, then must 
Vaginismus be hereafter recognised whenever seen, and 
cured whenever treated. . 
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FRACTURE WITH DEPRESSION OF THE SKULL 
OF SEVEN YEARS’ STANDING, RESULTING IN LOSS OF MEMORY AND 
EPILEPTIC FITS. 


By E. 8. COOPER, A.M., M.D., 


PROFESSOR OF ANATOMY AND SURGERY IN THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC, SAN FRANCISOO, 


Nores of the following case were published in the Medical 
Press shortly after the operation. I now give it in detail. 

Case.—Capt. J. G., wt. 41, was admitted, March 28, 
1861, in consequence of fracture of the skull with depres- 
sion. 

There was depression at three different places on the 
front part of the skull. One very slight almost directly 
over the anterior superior sinus where the sagittal suture 1s 
crossed by the coronal. Another and much deeper depres- 
sion was about three quarters of an inch to the left of the 
first. The third was one and a half inches back, and half 
an inch to the right of the last. 

The first of the two last was very tender to the touch, 
and the patient evinced or complained of pain at once when 
pressure was made upon the part. 

Condition of the Patient.—The mental faculties were 
nearly destroyed, the patient forgetting his age and the 
name of the vessel of which he was for many years master. 
The right arm and leg were in a state of partial paralysis. 
The face was sallow, and countenance idiotic, though the 
patient was represented to have been very bright in former 
years, Breathing somewhat difficult, and all the energies 
of both body and mind were overcome. The appetite was 
good, and the functions of the organs generally well per- 
formed. 

Operation.—The scalp being shaved over the deepest of 
the three depressions, and the one tender to the touch, a 
crucial incision two inches long was made down to the 
bone. Cutting through the scalp caused quite an active 
and persistent hemorrhage considering the parts involved. 
When the bleeding had subsided the trephine was used, 
and a piece of bone three-fourths of: an inch in diameter 
removed, 

The patient then became much more rational, called his 
friends by name, and recollected his own age, which he had 
been unable to do for along time previously. This was 
the more surprising, since the inner surface of the bone 
removed was not found depressed. What appeared to be 
depression prior to the operation proved to be nothing 
more than absorption of the external surface of the bone, 
and thinning of the scalp at that point. The bone was not 
more than one-third of its usual thickness. This speedy 
improvement did not stop here. In three or four days he 
had recovered to a great extent the use of the arm and leg, 
and his speech and mental faculties were so much improved 
as to be readily noticed by all his friends. 

During the night of the seventh day after the operation, 
secondary hemorrhage occurred from the scalp, and was 
arrested with much difficulty, although no vessel of any 
size had been wounded. The coagulating principle of the 
blood being apparently lost, frequent bleedings occurred 
after this, until the patient became very weak, when it was 
found necessary to carry stitches through the bleeding sur- 
face until it was entirely whip-stitched. 

The hemorrhage was finally arrested, but as soon as that 
was effected the old symptoms returned. So long, how- 
ever, as the bleeding lasted the patient continued improv- 
ing. But in one week after the hemorrhage ceased a 
decided change for the worse was perceptible, and the con- 
dition became more and more manifest, until the patient 
became, at the end of seven weeks after the operation, 
much worse than he was previously. The affected arm and 
leg became almost powerless, and his apoplexy returned. 
All his mental faculties were lost or nearly so, until his case 
became quite hopeless. He was consequently sent away, 
but died in his bed alone during the first night after his 
departure. 
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The question now arises, and with it the principal feature 
of interest belonging to the case:—What was the cause of 
the great but temporary improvement after the operation ? 
Was it the removal of a piece of bone which was not 
depressed in a perceptible degree, or was it the loss of 
blood? It appears that it must have been the latter. If 
that were the case, and I do believe it was, it affords some 
evidence in favor of the plan of Dr. Rush, viz. to bleed 
patients laboring under epilepsy just as much as they could 
possibly bear, without risk of dangerous prostration. 


Reports of Aospitals, 


BELLEVUE 
A CASE OF 


HOSPITAL, 
HYDROPHOBIA, 

(Reported by Henry 8. Piywprox, M.D.) 

SERVICE OF DR, CLARK. 

Thomas O'Hare, wt. 34, a native of Ireland, was admitted 
about half past twelve p.m., May llth. The history 
which he gave of himself was this :—T'wo weeks belore, 
while cleaning a stable, he was bitten on the hand by a dog 
supposed by him to be rabid. The dog did not froth at the 
mouth, but was cross and restless. The animal was killed 
immediately. The wound healed rapidly and_ perfectly. 
Three days before admission to the hospital he went home 
somewhat intoxicated, and feeling thirsty asked for water, 
which, on being brought to him, he found himse!f unable to 
drink, and at the saine time he was seized with severe 
rigors. These symptoms terrified him exceedingly, as he 
had been in constant tear of hydrophobia since he was 
bitten. The shiverings recurred several times during the 
night. He did not froth at the mouth, nor attempt to bite 
any one, but was taken care of by three women until the 
middle of the second might, when hs agitation markedly 
increased. He eould drink water if his hands were held. 
Some policemen were then called, who took as mucli care 
of him as was consistent with their great fear ol being 
bitten. The patient did not sleep nor eat for forty-vight 
hours before entering the hospital. 

When admitted, he was perfectly rational, but in a state 
of the most intense fear. He professed that he had no 
desire to injure any one, nor had he even thought of it 
before. His weakness seemed very great, and he was in 
great fear that the sputa which he coughed uy would clioke 
him. He alsu experienced a sense of constriction in the 
fauces. There was a slight twitching of muscles; the face 
and eyes were suffused; pupils alternately dilated and 
contracted; anxious expression; tongue and throat con- 
gested, but moist, and covered with a small amount of 
tenacious sputa; vomited a thin greenish fluid, the effects 
of an emetic taken outside the hospital; respiration at times 
spasmodic; pulse varying from 112 to 116. 
freely and in normal amount. 
were given. At6 p.m. the pulse was 98, and somewhat 
less irritable, One-fourth of a grain of’ morphine in solu- 
tion was given every two hours, with large enemata of 
assafeetida. He took the solution without difficulty when 
assured that it was not water. The morphine had no effect. 
Four enemata were given, the last one, which was admi- 
nistered at half past one, being the only one retained, 
At that time he answered the night watch, and did not 
appear to be much worse. Ten minutes afierwards the 
watch, hearing a noise, went to him, and found him gasping 
and turning blue. In five minutes he was dead. The nead 
was thrown back, and the face was almost black. The 
orderly said that previous to death his breathing was full 
and deep, with long intervals between inspiration and 
expiration. Unfortunately for pathology, a post-mortem 
examination was positively denied by the presumptuous 
coroner who had the body in charge. 


Urine passed 
A cathartic and an enema 
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REPORTS OF 


Arports of Socretes, 
NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
STATED MEETING, 
FINNELL, 


1562. 


April 23, 
r, IN THE 


OR. T. GO PRESIDENT, CHAIR, 


CANCEROUS DISEASE OF INTESTINES, 
Dr. Griscom presented a specimen of cancerous tumor of 
the abdomen, weighing thirteen pounds and four ounces, 
with the fol owing history 
James W. Parkinson, wt. 47, England. Widower. <Ad- 
mitted April 7, 1862. (Dr. Griscom, Attending Physician.) 
History.—Seven years ago had intermittent fever for the 
| paroxysm was frequently more or 
to il had 
During the past three years has had an 
occasional light attack. Has had hematuria three or four 
times within the past two years, each attack lasting a week 
or About three years ago he first noticed a swelling in 
the left hypochondriac reg T has 1 
gradually ever since. Patient was seen two years ago b 
Dr. Griscom, who then recogn 


| 


first time; during the 
le is. For 


every se 


years three or four attacks 


ason. 


SQ. 
his been increasi g 
Aj 
<ed a tumor oceupying the 
leen might, which, from the 
man’s previous history, gave rise to that opinion. From 
that forward the tumor did not appear to increase 
much in size, About a year ago, patient remar ked a dis- 
tinct swelling in the left iliac region, which gradually 
enlarged up to the present time, Patient never had 
much pain or soreness about the abdomen. Bowels very 


Injections con- 


position that an enlarged sp 


time 


has 


constipated for several years; las taken 
stantly for the past year. 
s very feeble, 


On admission, patient 
everything indicat 
furred ; pulse 80; appetite very poor ; 

Autopsy.—Lungs, heart, kidneys, bladder, healthy; 
spleen weighed eight appearance natural; liver 
healthy ; weighed thirteen pounds, four ounces. 


b face and lips pale, 
ing an exsanguinated condition; tongue 


vomits alter eating. 


ounces, 
tumor 
CARCINOMATOUS 
Dr. Fut exhibited a carcinomatous stomach removed 
from a patient wt. 45, who was admitted into the Black- 
well’s Island Hospital in a state of great exhaustion, and 
evidently very near The was that he 
had been unable to digest anything but liquids for a very 
long time. Whatever else he swallowed was immediately 
returned. There was also constipation of the bowels, and 
it was said that no dejection had occurred for a month. 
Death took place within twenty-four hours after admission. 
On post-mortem examination, the cardiac orifice, for a 
circular space about three inches in diameter, was found to 
be the of cancerous degeneration; the walls were 
thickened, and at some points the mucous membrane was 
destroyed. The disease extended somewhat up the ceso- 
phagus. The cardiac orifice was so completely occluded, 
that water could be held in the cesophagus. ‘here was 
some deposit noticed at the pyloric orifice. A specimen 
taken from the cardia had been examined by Prof. Flint 
Jr., and presented the yellow elastic fibre in abundance, 
pus corpuscles, granular debris, and cancer cells. 


DEGENERATION OF CARDIAC ORIFICE, 


death. statement 


seat 


OCCLUSION OF THE INTESTINE, ETC. 

Dr. Krackowizer presented a specimen of occlusion of 
the intestine, for which he was indebted to Dr. Schweig, 
in whose practice the case occurred. 

The child was born March 16th, at six a.m., and died 
April 21st, about midnight, living five weeks and eighteen 
hours with complete occlusion of the gut. I had occasion 
to see the child with the Doctor on the second day. On 
the first day it was not noticed that there was any defect, 
but the child not passing any meconium attracted the 
attention of the parents, and Dr. Schweig was accordingly 
sent for. He examined the child, and found a well formed 
anus and rectum, and could introduce the finger as high up 
as the promontory of the sacrum. By a gum elastic cathe- 
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ter he could reach up a distance of six inches, the imstru- 
ment then being turned a little to the right and arrested. 
The mother stated that the child had once or twice passed 
a whitish-grey substance from the anal orifice, and on the 
second day had evacuated matter which was evidently me- 
conium, The examination which I had made corrobo- 
rated what the Doctor had found. It was supposed that 
there was occlusion of the gut about the sigmoid flexure, 
and the operation for artificial anus was accordingly pro- 
posed, but the parents declined having anything done, 
The child was the younger of twins, well formed, and 
when born was twenty-one inches long, and on the second 
day took the breast with avidity. After it was determined 
that no operation should be performed, the mother con- 
cluded that it was best to give the other child the full 
benefit of the breast, and feed this child on milk and fennel 
tea. It did remarkably well, and would take the milk and 
tea with a relish. The secretion of urine seemed to be 
normal, At the end of every second day it would become 
restless and would cease to take the food with eagerness, 
and on the fourth day it would refuse it altogether and 
would then vomit faecal matter. In this condition the little 
patient lived for three weeks; every fourth day voiding the 
contents of the bowels by the mouth. About the middle 
of the third week it was taken with sprue, but recovered 
from that. The skin. kept always pleasant and soft, the 
voice Was strong and loud, and the slightest touch disturb- 
ing him, would be answered by good strong motions of the 
whole body. When the child had vomited, the abdomen 
always resumed its normal shape, which gave me the idea 
that the obstruction was above the ileo-cxcal valve. After 
this vomiting had occurred, the abdomen would gradually 
swell up again. But from the commencement of the third 
week, however, the abdomen did not recede after vomiting, 
and at the commencement of the fourth week the loops of 
the intestines could be seen in large masses through the 
very thin integuments. The child on the fifth week 
became very feeble, and died on the 21st instant. 

On making the post-mortem examination and opening 
the very thin abdominal walls and turning them back, no 
peritonitis was found. The loops of the small intestine were 
seen dilated to a great size, filling the whole abdominal 
cavity. - In the right iliac region was found a process about 
the size of small packing-thread rolled in spiral loops, and 
this proved to be that portion of the intestine below the 
occlusion. It was distant about a foot from the ca; ut 
coli. The large intestine rose in its natural form, and 
though small, ended in a natural anus. The mesenteric 
glands belonging to that part of the intestinal canal which 
is pervious were well developed, while there was no trace 
of glands below the occlusion. In this case, if an artificial 
anus had been made, a loop of intestine would have been 
selected not very far below the duodenum, and the mucous 
surface would have been very small for the absorption of 
nutritive substances. The child took no food whatever for 
the last few days of his life. The occlusion of the gut was 
entire, and doubtless originated in intra-uterine peritonitis, 
as was shown by the presence of a small membrane passing 
from the mesentery of the pervious bowel to the ascending 
colon. 

Dr. Post remarked that the intestinal canal had been 
known to have been occluded at almost every point in its 
course, 

Dr. Parker had never seen a case of occlusion of the 
intestine below the ilio-czcal valve which did not termi- 
nate fatally before the fourth or fifth day. 

Dr. Griscom had a case of ocelusion of the rectum where 
the finger was passed into the gut to the extent of about 
an inch before encountering any obstacle. A perforation 
was made through the membrane and the child lived three 
months, but it was necessary to perform the operation 
every day in order that a passage might be obtained. 


FIBRO-CYSTIC TUMOR OF UTERUS. 


Dr. Krackowizer presented a specimen of fibro-cystic 
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tumor of the uterus, and accompanied it with the following 
verbal history :— 

The woman from whom this specimen was taken was a 
native of France, who came to this country pretty early. 
She was married here, and had three children and two mis- 
carriages. Her youngest is 13 years old. She was always 
in good health until about nine years ago, when a swelling 
commenced forming in the left side of the abdomen, accom- 
panied with painful sensations. 
pregnant, but not feeling exactly as she used to do in that 
condition, she consulted her physician. He at first thought 
her pregnant, but very soon afterwards altered his opinion, 
and told her that it was a tumor of the left side connected 
with the ovary. Different kinds of treatment were resorted 
to, rational as well as empirical, but without any result. 
About the second or third year from the commencement of 
this swelling, she was subjected to the application of elec- 
tricity by some empiric. After this she always complained 
of more or less pain in her right side. Her health was 
otherwise good, though she was impeded, as the tumor 
grew larger, in her wonted avocation. She would have, 
about once a year, a spell of two or three days, when there 
would be a good deal of pain in the abdomen at the seat 
of the swelling, the tumor would then take a pretty rapid 
rise, soon after subsiding to its otherwise habitual slow 
growth. She went, three years ago, to Paris, and sub- 
mitted herself to the care of Dr. Avél. She was by him 
put under a course of iodine, internally and externally, but 
without avail. She then came under the care of Dr. 
Mechait. Drs. Avél and Mechait both made repeated tap- 
pings of the tumor, I believe to the number of forty in the 
course of one year. It was remarkable that not only very 
little fluid could be drawn off at the time of the tapping, 
but that from the canula remaining in the wound, there 
would be an oozing which would continue for days. She 
would always notice that before a tapping would again 
become necessary, the function of the kidney was very 
much interfered with, and that whenever the tumor dimi- 
nished in size by tapping, the secretion of the organs 
would be very much increased, so much so, indeed, that 
32 or 24 litres would be passed in 24 hours. This gave 
rise to the supposition that probably some communication 
existed between the kidney on one hand and the tumor on 
the other. The urine was accordingly examined, but was 
found to fe urine and nothing else. Once or twice an in- 
jection of iodine was made into the tumor, but the symp- 
toms that were produced were so alarming that it was not 
tried a third time. About spring of last year the tumor 
was so much reduced by systematic tapping that, imagin- 
ing herself almost cured, she began to make arrangements 
to return home to her husbandin Newark. She, however, 
was accidentally delayed for some time, when the fluid 
commenced to re-accumulate, She consulted Robert and 
Maisonneuve. They did not give her any encouragement 
in reference to a cure, and refused to accede to her wishes to 
have the tumor removed. She then quitted Paris and came 
to this country, with the determination to have the opera- 
tion performed. She arrived herein February. Her health 
was pretty good, her digestion excellent, her bowels regu- 
lar, and she was generally well nourished; the only thing, 
however, that she was distressed about was the difficulty 
which she experienced in moving about, owing to the size of 
the tumor. 1 found that the circumference of the abdomen 
was about 62 .vches, and that the distance from the ensi- 
form cartilage to the symphysis pubis was about 30 inches. 
The tumor was pretty round in shape. It gave pretty dis- 
tinct fluctuation, less towards the right-side. 1 stated to 
her what she might expect from the palliative treatment, 
and also from the radical treatment. While she did not 
object to the performance of the operation, she desired to 
try the former treatment first. So I tapped four or five 
times. The largest quantity of thick, clear liquid I ob- 
tained at any one time was a pint and a half. The oozing 
afterwards was very insignificant, the secretions of the 
kidney were increased, but the tumor did not diminish 





She supposed herself | 
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perceptibly in size from the tapping. A consultation was 
held, and it was stated to her what she might reasonably 
expect from the performance of the radical operation. She 
consented to have the tumor removed, which was done 
about the 10th of April. 

During the whole time of ber illness I may remark that 
menstruation was regular, the last period occurring about 
the 2d of April. 

She was put under chloroform, and the anesthesia was 
continued with ether. An incision was made four inches 
in length, equally distant from the umbilicus and symphysis 
pubis. The walls of the abdomen were very thick, being 
about one and a half inches. After the peritoneum had 
been opened into, the hand was introduced and some slight 
adhesions to the right were broken up, also a pretty firm 
band in the neighborhood of the umbilicus. The woman 
about this time in a measure recovered her sensibility, 
and I was surprised at the force with which the abdominal 
muscles acted on my hand, which was placed between them 
and the surface of the tumor, My hand was held as firmly 
as it has been by the uterus in its most violent contractions, 
After the angsthetic condition was again established, the 
incision was enlarged one inch more above, and the hand 
could now sweep over the whole tumor up to the ribs. 
About two inches of adhesion were broken up near the false 
ribs on the right side. On the left side, the adhesions were 
very slight, and behind they were entirely absent. The 
anterior aspect of the cyst wall was then ruptured, when a 
gush of serous fluid followed. It was then thought best, 
before the cyst collapsed, to puncture it and give the con- 
tents exit. A very large trocar was thrust in, but there was 
only a very little oozing of serum, The cyst wall was then 
cut through and laid open to a very large extent, when it 
was found to be occupied entirely by a jelly-like substance 
having an appearance and arrangement exactly resembling 
that of the vitreous humor of the eye. The meshes were 
filled with a liquid, which, however, did not escape until 
the tissue was crushed and squeezed in the hand like a 
sponge. The fluid which escaped was of the color of serum, 
mixed with blood from torn vessels in the structifre. After 
this jelly-like substance had been crushed into membranous 
shreds, it was found that the large cyst, which contained 
four or five gallons, rested on another tumor on the left side, 
and it was necessary, to remove that, to enlarge the original 
incision two inches, making it now seven inches, The cyst 
was then lifted out, when it was found to be connected by 
a firm, strong pedicle an inch and a quarter in diameter. 
cylindrical in shape, not to the ovary, but to the fundus 
uteri, The pedicle was three inches long, and was very 
near the cyst wall, The clamp was applied, but, just as the 
last turn was being made, it broke. A strong double liga- 
ture was then passed through and tied on both sides, It 
was found that the right ovary contained two or three Graa- 
fian vesicles enlarged to the size of small peas, which were 
ruptured; the left ovary was healthy, the mght Fallopian 
tube was normal, the left one was diseased, its free end 
being gathered up and connected by old and strong adhe- 
sions with the ovary and lateral ligament. It was some- 
what enlarged by the accumulation of its secretion. The 
bleeding was considerable. After the tumor was lifted out 
from the abdomen, there was quite a gush of liquid blood 
with cougula, which it took some time to absorb by sponges. 
One vessel was tied in the broad ligament, and it was also 
found necessary to tie one adhesion and part of the mem- 
brane which made adhesions to the cyst wall. The great 
thickness of the abdominal walls made it impossible to use 
the hare-lip suture, and I had to take a pin five inches long 
to secure the pedicle so as to bring its wounded surface in 
the track of the abdominal wound. I took a broken trocar, 
and carrying through the walls and pedicle, I fixed it as we 
do hare-lip pins. Three silver sutures were carried through 
the remaining portion of the wound, taking up the perito- 
neum, and the wound was closed. 

The woman was very feeble and cold after the operation. 
She was given at once 30 drops of Squibb’s Liquor Opii 
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Compositus. She revived soon after, but complained of a 
Before putting her to bed, the immense 
abdominal walls collapsed, forming a hollow which was 
filled with large towels dipped first into cold water, and 
secured in situ by means of adhesive straps passed around 
the body. I saw her a couple of hours after, when she 
complained only of thirst. Her pulse was feeble and irre- 
gular. Ten drops of Squibb’s liquor of opium were given 
every hour, and milk punch ad libitum, with small pieces 
of we. She never, for the next thirty-six hours, complained 
of the least pain in the abdomen. She had not vomited. 
She was kept in a very easy condition by means of narco- 
tics. She would doze away occasionally, but as anybody 
approached her bed she would open her eyes, express her 
satisfaction at the completion of the operation, and would 
speak about going to Paris soon, and telling the French 
surgeons what could be done. The only unpleasant symp- 
tom to me was, that although the pulse came up, yet the 
skin did not have that fine healthy feel; when the hands 
were exposed a little, they would become covered with a 
clammy sweat. I had occasion to use the catheter but 
once. At the end of thirty-six hours alter the operation, I 
found that her epigastric region was swollen, but not pain- 
fal or tense. On the second night after the operation, 
about two a.M., she commenced vomiting, and this conti- 
nued until six in the evening, when she died, being con- 
scious all the time. The matters vomited consisted first of 
watery fluid mixed with mucus, and later resembled mixed 
coffee-grounds. She died from pure exhaustion, 

The post-mortem examination was made seventeen hours 
after death. The wound of the abdomen where the pedicle 
was lying was somewhat discolored; so also was the 
wounded surface of the pedicle. The rest of the wound, 
as far as the peritoneum was concerned, had already made 
avery good union, The peritoneal covering of the uterus 
and appendages showed traces of moderate inflammation, 
but there was no trace of general inflammation of the 
peritoneum, The stomach was swelled up to an immense 
size, und contained the same substance which had been 
thrown up during the later period of her life. The uterus, 
as here shown, is seen to be elongated and hypertrophied. 
It will be seen that the uterine substance passes into the 
pedicle up to the distance of about an inch and a quarter, 
when the place of normal uterine structure is taken by a 
harder substance. The pedicle is permeated by veins of 
immense size. 

This pedicle, then, corresponds to the base of this tumor, 
and it seems that the uterine substance travels up along the 
cyst and encircles the very substance of the basis of the 
cyst. From the pedicle then a large hard knotty mass 
forms, which branches off into three directions; then this 
forming alveoli is gradually transformed into this shreddy 
material filling the entire cyst. The uterus contains besides 
a small fibroid tumor in its walls. I have never heard 
that tumors of this kind originate from the uterus, and I 
have spoken to many gentlemen, and they don’t remember 
ever having heard of a similar case. 1 think from what I 
have seen by microscopical examination, that the tumor is 
not malignant. 
fibro-plastic cells in great numbers, interlaced and running 
into bundles and fascicles. These are interspersed with 
small nuclei. I could not see any free cells, I think the 
tumor was originally fibrous in character, and that it subse- 
quently became transformed into this cellular material. 

In auswer to a question from Dr. Peaslee, Dr. K. stated 
that he was inclined to attribute the vomiting more to the 
quantity of opium used (3ij. of Squibb’s hquor opii in 
thirty-six hours), than to uterine irritation. He thought, in 
another operation of the sort, he would wait until the 
inflammation should establish itself to a degree to render 
the administration of opium admissible, rather than antici- 
pate the inflammation. He had noticed that the English 
surgeons, who have had great success in ovariotomy, use 
opium very sparingly. 

Dr. Prasiee thought that the vomiting was due to the 


sensation of cold. 
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This hard mass is mainly composed of 
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irritation of the uterus caused by the application of the 
clamp. 

Dr. Hrxton, in this connexion, referred to the case of a 
lady who for a long time suffered from neuralgia of the 
uterus, attended with vomiting, which would generally 
come on about the middle of the night. When the neu- 
ralgia disappeared, the vomiting entirely ceased. He 
thought this was a very marked case, showing the great 
sympathy which exists between the stomach and uterus. 
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RED-TAPE. 


Every one who has been brought in contact with any 
department of Government (and who in these times has 
not ?), has been struck with the intricate maze in which every 
matter of business is enveloped. The simplest inquiry, 
which in any business corporation would be dispatched in 
a moment, and the required information immediately 
obtained, on the part of Government officials involves such 
an amount of detail, such endless delay and annoyance, 
that in nine cases out of ten the golden opportunity for 
using it is lost when it is finally furnished, if the applicant 
has the patience to persevere in his search. This official 
routine is called “ Red-Tape.” During the war of the 
Crimea, so disastrous to the cause of the Allies did official 
routine become, that it was designated “ Blood-Red-Tape.” 
Are we not to-day suffering under a reign of Blood-Red- 
Tape? 

We are engaged in a war the most gigantic in its pro- 
portions which the world ever saw. In its results it is to 
be the most important in history, whether we regard its 
The Malf million 
soldiery now engaged in upholding the cause of Constitu- 
tional Government are drawn from the free, intelligent peo- 
ple; they are our friends, our neighbors, our relatives. At 
what sacrifice of the comforts of domestic life, of health, 
and of business, they have patriotically answered their 
country’s call for aid, and gone forth to meet dangers, sick- 
ness, and probable death, no historian will ever record, 

For this army of citizen soldiery the country feels the 
liveliest sympathy, and takes every opportunity to make it 
manifest by substantial aid. In every locality throughout 
the Northern and Western States, voluntary organizations 
exist for supplying all the necessaries for the comfort and 
protection of the soldier on duty, and hospital supplies for 
those confined to hospitals. With characteristic enthusiasm 
our people lavish their bounties upon every organization 
which promises to supply the suffering with their charita- 
ble offerings. From the Sanitary Commission, which dis- 
tributes the generous contributions of our citizens on a 
liberal scale in all the camps and hospitals of our widely 
extended army, to the most limited village society, the 
most commendable activity prevails among the people in 
supplying the wants of our citizen soldiers, They fill every 
hospital to which they have access with the most substan- 
tial foods and drinks; they have but to learn the wants of 
any class or condition of soldiers, and the supply is imme- 
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diate, and, of course, always timely. No one can fully 
appreciate the value of the voluntary associations of the 
country for the relief of sick soldiers, and especially the 
creat central organization, the Sanitary Commission, who 
has not walked through the wards of a military hospital, 
and listened to the feeble protestation of the sick against 
stale bread and sour molasses as a diet, and had the privi- 
lege of supplying promptly, butter, jellies, wines, etc., etc., 
fresh ffom the country, without the formality of official 
routine. Many of the dark and repulsive phases of war are 
relieved by the spontaneous outgushing of a people’s sym- 
pathy for their noble defenders. War is thus knitting heart 
to heart, state to state, section to section, in closer, holier, 
and more lasting bonds. 

But when we pass from the free, spontaneous activity of 
our voluntary organizations to the sphere of official duties, 
we pass, as it were, from the tropical to the polar regions. 
All is now formality and frigidity. If there is a heart to 
feel, the features are stiffened, and cannot relax with sym- 
pathy; the hand is paralysed, and can give no aid. The 
power to relieve human suffering, sorrow, and death, are 
idle incentives to exertion. The official moves in a circle, 
his feet bound, and his eyes blindfolded. He seems deaf to 
all entreaties, and insensible ‘to every appeal. He sees 
nothing, hears nothing, knows nothing beyond the limits 
of the official seat on which he has grown callous by long 
and undisturbed sitting. Red tape, official routine, dull 
and insensible formalism, are the curse of our Government, 
and but for the generous activity of voluntary societies, 
would be the ruin of our armies. From every quarter we 
hear the same universal complaint of want of preparation, 
of tardiness to meet the exigencies of battles, and, in con- 
sequence, of the sacrifice of human life, with a vast amount 
of needless suffering. The horrors of the battle-fields of 
Bull Run, Fort Donaldson, Pittsburgh Landing, Williams- 
burgh, ete., can never be written, and yet all occurred 
under circumstances which allowed of more or less com- 
plete preparation. The battle of Bull Run took place under 
the immediate inspection of the official head of the Medical 
Bureau; it was planned weeks beforehand, and admitted 
the most ample medical provision; yet the nation has not 
and never will cease to thrill with horror at the mention 
of its name, and the recollections of the terrible suffer- 
ings which followed the disaster. At Fort Donaldson the 
poor sufferers remained for days uncared for, lying on 
the snow; not because succor was not at hand, for private 
bounty had furnished an ample supply and freely offered 
it; but because an official, rejoicing in the glittering bauble 
“U.S.,” could not unwind the red-tape which bound his 
official legs, mn forty-eight to sixty hours. Pittsburgh Land- 
ing found the same army utterly unprepared in its medical 
department for battle, and the first assistance that reached 
the sufferers came from Chicago, hundreds of miles distant, 
by private hands, after the news of the battle was received, 
Here was exhibited “ blood-red-tape” in its brightest 
colors. Tardiness and tedious formality marked every 
movement for days, while hundreds of wounded were 
weltering in their blood, unable to move a step from the 
spot where they fell. The recent battle of Williamsburgh 
was but a repetition of the same scenes, with all their sad 
and harrowing consequences. The wounded were left 
unprovided with attendants, shelter, or means of transpor- 
tation, except of the rudest character. The principal pro- 
visions for the immediate care of the sick and wounded 
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nearly every instance, made by the Sanitary 
Commission or charitable associations. 

In our military hospitals we find the same want of ear- 
nest and systematic Jabor. The sick and wounded are 
waiting at the threshold before the building is in readiness 
to receive them, though the emergency was long foretold ; 
many of the hospitals are poorly provided with the neces- 
sary stores, though there is an abundance bound up in red- 
tape, near at hand, The removal of convalescents to dis- 
tant localities is attended with the same delays, disappoint- 
ments, and often repeated failures. The difficulties attend- 
ing transportation often seem insurmountable, so circuitous 
is the channel through which the proper authority makes 
known its behests. 


were, as in 


We recur to these facts with sorrow and shame. The 
genius of our Government should make its official acts ag 
free and prompt as are the sympathies of the people. War 
has its exigencies, and one of the most notable will be, 
we trust, the rejuvenation of every Department of Govern- 
ment. Already has it purged the Medical Bureau of much 
of its dulness, and energized its decrepid members with 
younger blood and a more elastic spirit. This work of re- 
form should not cease until every department is purified, 
and energy and efficiency supplant dulness and stupidity. 

canal cetiaiicitit 

THE WEEK. 
Tue dangers of congagration from the storage of inflam- 
mable oils within the city limits were last week suddenly 
demonstrated on a large and most destructive scale. In 
this accident we see the value of a Metropolitan Board of 
Health controlling such sources of destruction of human 
life and property in the adjacent cities, and their waters, 
An evening paper gives the following account of the fire, 
with some very practical suggestions :— 


“Tf the wind had been westerly yesterday the greater 
part of Williamsburgh would probably have been destroyed, 
and this through the carelessness of some person while 
handling petroleum, which was unloading from a lighter 
alongside a dock on which a great quantity of the same 
exceedingly combustible oil was stored. A cask fell and 
broke open; the gases arising from the spilled oii caught 
fire, as is reported, from a lighted cigar in the mouth of a 
laborer on the vessel, and in an instant the lighter was in 
flames. As the flames reached the remainder of her cargo, 
barrel after barrel exploded, increasing the fierceness of the 
flames, which presently caught on the dock and spread 
destruction all around, 

“ Fortunately this happened on the waterside. But there 
are in the heart of the business part of New York numbers 
of buildings in which these extremely combustible oils are 
stored. We could point out a single block which contains 
not less than five or six such depots of petroleum and kero- 
sene, and this in one of the most crowded business centres, 
Suppose such an accident should happen in one of these 
warehouses. It may occur at any time ; for the very walls 
and floors, even the pavements outside the buildings, glisten 
with the spirit-oil, and the slightest touch of flame ina 
favorable spot would kindle a fire which might lay in ashes 
property to the amount of millions, 

“We have no doubt that the proprietors of these ware- 
houses use great care to prevent such accidents. They 
would do this for their own interest. But they ought not 
to be permitted to store any such hazardous substance 
within the city limits. They should be forced to keep their 
depots without the city, and let those who retail these oils 
bring in their daily supplies, under proper restrictions, and 
on condition of keeping these in depots constructed for the 
purpose. It is not permitted to store gunpowder in the 
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city limits: but these coal and earth oils are almost as for- 
midable as powdet The subtle gas which comes from 
them, carburet of hydrogen, when mixed with a volume of 
oxygen, or of atmospheric air, will explode like gunpowder 
on contact with fire. It does not need a flame to kindle 
it. We hope to see our city authorities take such action in 
this matter as w > at once relieve our business community 
from a peril which grows every day from the rapid 
increase in the business. 


greater, 
rock oil and kerosene 
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this « ity, 
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inance introduced 
anew hospital for sick soldiers is to be establish- 
city, adding another and most important charity 
to the large 
teers. The 
the sul 
ing the buildings 


number already devoted to the disabled volun- 
committee of the 


far } 
ferred, Lay 


Common Council to whom 
ject was re e reported favorably on accept- 
g in the Central Park, ‘ Aca- 
demy of Mt. St. V which has been tendered to the 
Central Park Commis This build- 


ing was formerly in charge of the Sisters of Charity, 
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bluffy land 
Island and 
East 
beautiful and 
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tions for at least six hundred patients; it is surrounded by 
beautiful or six 
most beautiful portion of the Central Park; it is easy of 
sufliciently removed if distance 
from the idle 
The general charge of the affairs of the 
be confided to the Sisters of Charity. The 
proposed list of Medical officers :— 


grounds, embracing some five acres of the 


access, while from the 


annoyance arising curiosity of passers-by.” 


will 
following is the 


Institution 


Consulting Surgeons. —V aLentine Mort, M.D.; Avex. H. 
Srevens, M.D.; Wittarp Parker, M.D.; Gurpon Buvex, 
M.D.: Avrrep C. Post, M.D.; James R. Woop, M.D.; Wa. 
H. Vax Buren, M.D.; Tuomas M. Markxor, M.D,; Wittiam 
Dretrmoip, M.D.; Anonzo Ciark, M.D. ; Josep M. Sairn, 
M D.:; Isaac Woon, M.D.; Joun T. Metcatre, M.D.; Hen- 
ry D. Butkiey, M D.; Epmunp R. Peaster, M.D.; James 
O’Rorkxe, M.D.; Cuartes Henscner, M.D. ; James Anpen- 
son, M.D. 

Attending Surgeons —Joun J. Crane, M.D.; Henry B. 
Sanps, M.D.; ‘Thomas C. Finwent, M.D.; G. F. Woop- 
warp, M.D.; E. Krackowizer, M.D.; J. K. Merrirt, M.D.; 
J.S. Tuesaup, M_D. 

Attending Physicians—Wwa. H. Draven, M.D. ; 
nam Jacopl, M D.; Grorce B. Swirt, M.D. ; 
Exviot, M.D.; F. N. Oris, M.D.:; 
Mark Buumentuar, M.D. 

Resident Physiciun and Surgeon.—J. J. Connotiy, M.D. 


ABRA- 
E.sworta 


B. Beupan, M.D.; 


By the recent Act of Congress there is to be appointed a 
number of Medical Storekeepers. 


has issued the 


The Adjutant-General 
following General Order in relation to their 
appointment ;— 


“ The following are the regulations which will govern 
the appointment of Medical Storekeepers under the first 
section of the foregoing Act of Congress :— 

‘ First: A Board of not less than three medical officers 
will be assembled by the Secretary of War, to examine 
such applicants as may by him be authorized to appear 
before it. 

“ Second: Candidates, to be eligible to examination, shall 
not bé 1] ss than 25 years or more than 40 years of ‘age, 
shall possess physical ability to perform their duties satis- 
factorily, and shall present with their applications satisfac- 
tory evidence of good moral character. 


into the Common Council of | 
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“ Third: Candid: ites will be re euinedt to pass a genres 
tory secadenten in the ordinary branches of a good Eng- 
lish education, in pharmacy and materia medica, and to 
give proof that they possess the requisite business qualifica- 
tions for the position. 

“ Fourth: The Board will report to the Secretary of War 
the relative merits of the candidates examined, and they 
Ww ill receive appointments accordingly. 

“ Fifth: When appointed, each Medical Storekeeper will 

be required to give a bond in the amount of $40,000 before 
he shall be allowed to enter on the performance of his 
duties,” 
Tne members of the Chicago Sanitary Commission, Pror. 
Isuam and Mr. Patroyx, who visited Pittsburgh Landing 
with hospital supplies, speak in the following complimen- 
tary terms of Dr. Henry S. Hewitt, Medical Direetor, 
who, it will be remembered, was suspended from duty, on 
account of charges preferred against him :— 

“We met also Dr. Hewitt, the Medical Director of Gen. 
Grant's forces. Though, since our mission, he has been 
suspended, to allow inquiry into the charges preferred 
against him upon previous matters by parties at Cincinnati, 
concerning Which we have no knowledge, and express no 
opinion, we must do him the justice to say, that in 
thoroughness of professional knowledge and plans for the 
army, he is one of the ablest surgeons whom we have met 
in the service, and has uniformly treated us with perfect 
courtesy, and co-operated willingly and actively in our 
measures. And inasmuch as many have attributed to his 
incompetence or neglect, the destitution of medical and 
hospital supplies after the battle, we would barely state 
three facts :—1l. Dr. H. made application, in vain (we have 
seen and read the official answer), nearly a month before 
the battle, for a supply adequate to such an emergency. 
2. On the Sunday atter the battle, the regimental hospital 
supplies on hand were plundered by the enemy, when the 
camps were taken. 3. General Buell’s army, in its haste, 
left its supplies behind, , Hence there was no possible way 
of caring for 3,000 to 5,000 wounded men, unexpectedly 
thrown upon the hands of the surgeons. Even rags and 
bandages were wanting, except as we supplied them, and 
new sheets were torn up by the surgeons for such use, 
while we turned over to the medical purveyor a large part 
of our stock of chloroform, his own being entirely ex- 
hausted !” 

We have alluded to the prospectus of the “ Medical Register 
of the City of New York for 1862,” prepared by Dr. Gro. 
H. Tucker ; and fully sustains the 
made, It embraces all 
of the profession for the past year, con- 


the work is now issued, 
recommendation which we then 
the local statistics 
nected with our societies, colleges, and public institutions, 
with a large variety of other useful information. This 
work is very much needed, and its inception, as well as 
execution, reflect honor on its author. It deserves such 
liberal support of the profession as will enable the compiler 
another year to add largely the scattered materials of the 
history of medicine in New York. 


Se a Sh 
Losses IN THE Mepicat Department or Gey. Banxs’ ARMY. 
—The loss in medical men was large. Dr. Mitchell, First 
roa dag wounded and captured at : Front Royal ; Dr. Gil 
lespie, Twenty second Indiana, left at Strasburg; "Dr. Por- 
ter, Assist. Surgeon U.S.A, lelt at Strasburg ; “Dr. Leland, 
2d Massachusetts, captured on the field at Winchester; Dr. 
Johnston, Fourteenth Indiana, captured on the field at Win- 
chester; Dr. Adolphus, Best's regular battery, remained 
take care of sick captured in ambulance ; Dr. Bissell, Assist- 
ant Surgeon, Fifth Connecticut, captured ; Dr. Stone, As 
sistant Surgeon, Second Massachusetts, captured at hospital 
in Winchester. 





Ess 
dD 


I 


Tur 
the 
rect 
chat 
in a 
beet 
gen 
ance 
fron 
part 
wor 
Roz 
eXa 
and 
trea 
as bh 


TI 


T 
sive 
loce 

I 
ine: 
por 


cast 
yes 
ver 
con 
her 
not 
anc 
flue 

y 
in 
ext 
face 
res 
cas 
If s 
Dr. 
tio! 

] 
ma 
the 
apy 
the 
SW 
wil 
gai 
seq 
thr 





American Medical Times. 


Acvies, 


Essar p’une BretroGrapnie UNIVERSELLE DE LA MEeEDpECINE, 
pE LA CHIRURGIE, ET DE LA Puarmacizé Minitaire. Part 
I. Vicror Rozirr, Editeur. Paris, 1862. 


Tus interesting volume, which the medical public owe to 
the indefatigable industry of M. Rozier, will, we are sure, 
recommend itself to the profession as one of a special 
character. No similar compilation, we believe, exists 
in any language, and probably no other person could have 
been selected better fitted for the task than the accomplished 
gentleman who has edited it. Some idea of the import- 
ance of the science of Military Medicine may be inferred 
from the fact that the list of works mentioned in this first 
part reaches the high number of 4,424! Many of these 
works are of course out of print; but of most of them M., 
Rozier can furnish one copy at least. We have personally 
examined his stock, also that of other Parisian booksellers, 
and are confident that no other person can furnish such 
treasures of Military Medicine, Surgery, and Pharmacy 
as he. J. O. 


———— 
THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION, 


Tus Society held its Third Annual Meeting at Bellows 
Falls, Vt., May 7, 1862. The President being absent, Dr. 
Lyman Brooks of Acworth, N.H., was elected President 
pro tem. 

Drs. Crowtey, of Mount Holly, and N. Grout Brooks, 
of Acworth, were then elected members ofthe Association. 
The Association then proceeded to the election of the follow- 
ing officers for the year ensuing. 

Presipent, W. H. Tuayer, Keene, N /7. 
Vice-Presipent, H. H. Parmer, Ludlow, Vt. 
Rec. Secretary, H. G. Horton, Putney, Vt. 
Cor. Secretary, 8. G. Jarvis, Claremont, NH. 
Treasurer, Samu. Nicnois, Bellows Fulls, | t. 

The President then called upon the members succes- 
sively to state what diseases had prevailed in their several 
localities since the last meeting. 

Dr. Simons, of Saxton’s River, reported an epidemic of 
measles of mild type, there being nothing of particular im- 
portance to be noticed. 

Dr. Sawyer, of Springfield, mentioned the following 
cases: Ist. A woman seven months advanced in utero- 
gestation was attacked with measles, The eruption was 
very slight. There was present from the first considerable 
congestion of the lungs, with aphonia. She passed on to 
her full time and was delivered of a dead child. She did 
not recover from the aphonia, and was left in an anemic 
and anasarcous condition. He wished to inquire the in- 
fluence of measles upon pregnant women. 

2d. A man was seized, as he supposed, with severe pain 
in one of the molar teeth. He applied to a dentist, who 
extracted it. The pain increased, with swelling of both 
face and tongue. Suppuration followed, and exfoliation 
resulted. He would inquire what the Pathology of the 
case was, Was it one of simple periosteal inflammation? 
If so, would it not be best to cut down, as in other cases? 
Dr. Crane, of Springfield, had seen many cases of exfolia- 
tion of the alveolar processes. 

Dr. Crowiey, of Mount Holly, reported the case of a 
man who was ill three or four weeks with severe pain in 
the side of the head. At the end of this time a swelling 
appeared near the mastoid process of the temporal bone, 
the whole side of the face and neck being also slightly 
swollen. He made an incision of about an inch in depth 
without reaching any pus—a deeper incision, however, 
gave vent to a large quantity of thin sanious pus, Sub- 
sequently it was found necessary to make an opening 
three or four inches below. Dr. Scott, of Plymouth, also 

' 


CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


June 7, 1862, 


825 


saw the case and confirmed the statement of Dr. Crowley ; 
but could not understand why there was not more swelling 
with so large a quantity of pus. In answer to a question 
from Dr. Hallen, Dr. Crowley stated that there was con- 
siderable pressure from below upwards. Dr. Holton then 
remarked, that it was probably one of those cases in which 
inflammation occurring in the deep structures, pus had 
burrowed beneath the deep cervical fascia. This is a strong 
areolo-fibrous membrane, the superficial layer of which 
passes in front of the clavicle, and is las! upon the pec- 
toralis major muscle. If the deep layer be traced down- 
wards, it will be found to pass behind the clavicle, extend- 
ing from the cartilage of the first rib to the coracoid process, 
forming the fascia costo-clavicularis, Owing to this dis- 
position of it, we sometimes have pus burrowed here and 
discharged upon the chest. 

Dr. Porter, of Paper Mill Village, N. H., reported a 
severe case of puerperal convulsions in which venesection 
and opium were used without controlling them, He then 
resorted to the use of ether, and subsequently to ether and 
chloroform combined. The effect of this anaesthetic was 
continued for twenty hours. 


The labor progressed lavor- 
ably. 


There were no convulsions after delivery, but he 
thought there was still some cerebral disturbance. Dr. 
Graves, who saw this patient with Dr. Porter, remarked 
that chloroform combined with ether had a much better 
effect than ether alone, and that when the effect was most 
powerful, the contractions of the uterus were most forci- 
ble. 

Dr. Sawyer had seen several cases, which were pre- 
ceded by cephalalgia, in which he had recourse to copious 
bleeding, which resulted favorably. Dr. Crane considered 
the pathology to “be pressure on the motor nerves, and 
thought that might be removed by venesection and cupping. 
Dr. Crowley had seen five cases, all of which had occurred 
after delivery. He had relied on phlebotomy and cathar- 
tics, with cold applications to the head. Dr. Greee, of 
Newport, remarked that in an extensive practice of over 
fifty years, he had seen a good many cases both previous 
and subsequent to delivery. He thought that in all cases 
where the contents of the uterus had not been removed, 
the first thing to be done, would be to removeit. He then 
gave the history of several cases which illustrated this. 
Chloroform and ether he had never used, but he would 
state, for the benefit of the younger members of the pro- 
fession, that he had bled a patient to the extent of thirteen 
pounds in a day with great benefit. 

On motion of Dr, Wexks, adjourned for dinner until two 
o'clock. 

The meeting was called to order at two p.m. and on 
motion of Dr. Holton, Dr. Crane was invited to read a 
portion of the statistical report sent in by Dr. Webber. 
his related to epidemic diseases, and was listened to with 
great interest. 

Dr. Styies, of Windsor, called the attention of the 
fellows to the bench splint, which he had used with great 
satisfaction. It could be easily manufactured from the 
materials always to be found about dwellings, 

Dr. Scorr related the case of a man who came under 
his observation with ununited fracture of the femur of 
eleven months’ standing, which he succeeded in uniting by 
means of semicircular bands of iron. Strips of iron suf- 
ficiently long to extend over the seat of the fracture were 
placed anteriorly and posteriorly, the rings being then 
applied by means of screws, which pressed upon the 
parallel pieces. 

Dr. Porter presented, and gave the history of an 
acephalous foetus. 

The following gentlemen were then appointed a com- 
mittee to compile and publish the statistical reports :— 
Drs. Toayver, Weeser, Wnitinc, Hasteroy, and Hoxton. 

On motion of Dr. Greece, the following gentlemen were 
appointed a committee to examine the claims of candidates 
for admission:—Drs. Greec, Sawyer, Crow.ey, Hicein- 
son, and ZwitCHEN, 
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On motion of Dr. Jarvis, the July meeting will be 
held at Brattleboro, and the autumnal one at Windsor. Dr. 
Kdmunds then moved to instruct the Secretary to present 
the proceedings of the Society to one or more journals for 
publication, 

The association then adjourned to the first Wednesday in 
July. 

H. D. Hotron, Rec. Sec. 


Correspondence, 


HOSPITALS AT FORTRESS MONROE. 
New York, May 81, 1862. 
(To the Editor of the Amertoan Mepicat Times.] 

Sir:—Having recently returned from Fortress Monroe, I 
send you a brief statement of some of the objects of interest 
in the military hospitals of that vicinity. The old Hygeia 
Hlotel, attached to the fortress, has been converted into a 
military hospital, with several hundreds of beds occupied by 
sick and wounded soldiers. About two miles west of this 
is the Chesapeake Hospital under the supervision of Dr. 
McCay, Brigade-Surgeon. The principal building in this 
lox ality is a lar ge editice known as the Chesapeake Female 
College ; besides this, there are connected with this esta- 
blishment two detached cottages and a considerable number 
of tents. There are six or seven hundred beds in the esta- 
blishment oecupied by medical and surgical patients, includ- 
ing a large number of soldiers wounded at Williamsburgh 
at the great battle on the Sth inst. Between the Hygeia 
and the Chesapeake Hospitals is the Mill Creek Hospital, 
under the supervision of Brigade-Surgeon Hunt. This is a 
gigantic shanty, containing two hundred and fifty beds 
occupied by soldiers who were wounded at Williamsburgh. 
The situation of the Mill Creek Hospital is low and marshy, 
and the air around it is redolent with foul odors. Among 
the wounded in these hospitals are many of the confederate 
soldiers, although the large majority is composed of men 
who fought for the stars and stripes. The soldiers of both 
armies are treated with equal kindness and care, and I have 
abundant evidence that the wounded rebels appreciate fully 
the kindness with which they have been treated, 

All the wounds which came under my observation, were 
inflicted at the battle of Willamsburgh on the 5th inst., and 
they came under my notice on the 12th, exactly a week 
after the battle. They were then in a state of imperfect 
suppuration, the sloughs net yet having been thrown off. 
Nearly all of them were occasioned by musket or rifle balls, 
either conical or spherical. Some of them were occasioned 
by buck-shot or small bullets fired from revolvers. A few 
were oceasioned by fragments of shells. In a few instances 
balls were lodged in the tissues; but, in most cases, they 
had passed through the body or limb, and had escaped 
through a second opening. In one instance, a single ball 
had made six holes, having passed through the fleshy part 
of both thighs and through the scrotum, without apparently 
injuring either testicle. In another instance, a ball had 
passed through the right forearm, and through the right 
side of the thorax, making four holes. In one case, a ball 
passed through the right side of the corpus cavernosum, 
thence through the root of the scrotum, and through the 
left side of the corpus spongiosum, making a free passage 
for the urine through the perineum, and without injuring 
the thigh. A young man from Mississippi was shot 
through both lungs: he discharged from the wounds enor- 
mous quantities of bloody and purulent fluids. He surviv- 
ed the injury more than three weeks, and almost to the 
last had sufficient strength to sit up when his wounds were 
dressed. One man had a wound of the hip-joint, the ball 
having passed through the great trochanter, and thence 
through the head of the femur, and across the dorsum of the 
ilium to the cleft of the nates. He lived eleven days after 
the injury. Another with compound fracture of the thigh 
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near its middle, with extensive shattering of the bone, and 
with very profuse suppuration, survived the injury about 
three weeks, 

There were a number of cases of secondary hemor- 
rhage. The first occur.ed ten days after the infliction of 
the wound, The case was that of a young man in whom 
the ball had passed from the upper and inner part of the 
thigh, a little below the pubes, down to the upper and outer 
part of the leg near the head of the fibula. The hamor- 
rhage was sudden and profuse, the blood issuing from the 
upper wound. As the track of the ball was very extensive, 
and the exact situation of the opening from which the 
hemorrhage proceeded quite uncertain, 1 applied a liga- 
ture to the femoral artery, a little below the origin of the 
profunda. On the afternoon of the same day, I was called 
to see the patient again, being informed that bleeding had 
recurred. On opening the wound, I found a small recur- 
rent artery near the lower part of the incision which I had 
made throwing out a jet of dark blood. I tied this little 
vessel, and there was no return of hemorrhage, but the 
patient died of pyzemia eight days afterwards. 

The next case of secondary haemorrhage occurred on the 
day following the preceding case, viz. eleven days after the 
battle. It occurred from a wound in the mouth traversing 
the right side of the neck behind the angle of the jaw. The 
hzmorrhage was arterial and profuse; I tied the primitive 
and internal carotid arteries. The hemorrhage did not re- 
cur, but the patient died from exhaustion about thirty hours 
after the bleeding took place. 

The third case of secondary hemorrhage occurred from a 
wound in the axilla, fourteen days after the battle. The 
heemorrhage was very copious, and the patient appeared 
much exhausted. I cut down into the axilla, and tied the 
artery above and below the wound. I found that the me- 
dian nerve had been severed by the ball, and that gangli- 
form enlargement had taken place at its proximal extremity. 
All the ¢ases of secondary hemorrhage which I saw were 
from the tenth to the sixteenth day after the injury. 

Hoping that this hasty sketch may be of interest to your 
readers, I remain yours, ete., A.C. P. 

y ee a 
aMedical ews. 

Ye.ttow Fever on Boarp a Spasish War StTeaMER.— 
The matter of the Spanish war steamer, Don Antonio 
Ulloa, was brought before the Commissioners of Health, 
and it being satisfactorily established that several cases of 
yellow fever had occurred on board prior to her departure 
from Havana, the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That in consequence of yellow fever having been 
on board the Spanish war vessel Von Antonio Ulloa, while 
in the port of Havana, the Health Officer be requested not 
to permit the ship to approach nearer than three miles from 
this City ; and that no intercourse be allowed between the 
vessel and the City, except such official intercourse as may 
be necessary. 

Tue civil registration of births, marriages, and deaths in 
England and Wales, began on the Ist of July, 1837. By 
the end of last year, six months short of a quarter of a cen- 
tury, this astounding number of names had been registered 
and transmitted to Somerset House: Persons married, 
7,086,700; births, 14,272,790; deaths, 9,605,536; in all, 
30,971,026, or more than the entire population of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom at the present day. 





By order of Grex. Brown, commanding in New York 
Harbor, Fort Wood will be exclusively devoted to hospi- 
tal purposes, and is placed under the direction of Surgeon 
Satterlee. All sick and wounded soldiers arriving at Jersey 
City will be immediately transported to Fort Wood, whence 
they will be disposed of by being assigned to hospitals, 
turned over to State agents, or sent to their homes, or to 


| Fort Hamilton, as may be directed by Surgeon Sloan. 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 26th day of May to the 2d day of June, 1862. 


Deaths,—Men, 77; women, 72; boys, 101; girls, 90—total, 840. Adults’ 
149; children, 19; males, 178; females, 162: colored, 3. Infants under 
two years of age, 125. Children reported of native parents, 20; foreign, 129 

Among the causes of death we notice:—Apoplexy, 3; infantile convul- 
sions, 14: croup, 11; diphtheria, 10; scarlet fever, 18; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 6; consumption, 58; small-pox, 7; dropsy of head, 20; infantile- 
marasinus, 17; cholera infantum, 5; inflammation of brain, 10; of 
bowels, 17; of lungs, 15; bronchitis, 4; congestion of brain, 11; of lungs, 4; 
erysipelas, 9; whooping cough, 2; measles, 2. 157 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and 28 from violent canses, 222 were native, and 118 foreign; 
of whom 72 came from Lreland ; 54 died in the City Charities; of whom 12 
were in the Bellevue Hospital. 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 


IN THE CITY 


Difference of 
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Bist. 
Remarks.—25th, Fine day, with fresh wind. 26th, Clear, wind fresh 
at mid-day. 2ith, Light rain, one-half inch in all. 28th, Variable, licht 
rain mid-day, clear late p.m. 29th, Fine day. 80th, Variable, light rain 
P.M. Sist, Very light rain at 6 a.m., variable sky during the day, 
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New York Hosprrar, Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m. 
Betrevve Hosrrrar, Dr. Thomas, half-past 1 p.m. 
Eye Ixrinmary, 12 Mm. 


| 
| 


Morday, 
June 9. 


Tuesday, 


June 10. OputTHaLaMic Hosprra., Drs, Stephenson and Garrish, 1 p.m. 


New York Hosrirat, Dr. Mark8e, half-past 1 p.m. 


| New York Hosprrat, Dr. Cock, half-past 1 rm. 
- a Bevttevvur Hosrrrat, Dr. Sayre, Is. Hos., half-past 1 p.m. 
ba ge c « —” Dr. Flint, Is. Hos. 3 p.m. 
une] | Eve InFirMary, 12 M. 
New York Acapemy or Mepicine, § P.M. 


{ Be.ievve Hosrrrar, Dr. Loomis, half-past 1 p.m. 


New York Hosprtat, Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m. 
Beitievur Hosritan, Dr. Barker, half-past 1 p.m. 
OpHTHaLMic Hosrita., Drs. Stephenson and Garrish, 1 p.m, 
Eve Inrirmary, 12 m. 

Be.Levor Hosrirar, Dr. MeCready, half-past 1 P.M. 
New York Hospita, Dr. Markve, balf-past 1 po. 


June 12. 


Friday, 

June 13. 

{ New York Hospitar, Dr. Cock, half-past 1 p.m, 
Be.itevve Hospitar, Dr. Wood's Clinic, 1 p.m. 
OrurnaLmic Hosritar, Drs. Stephenson and Garrish, 1 p.m 

=_- 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 

The Examining Committee of Bellevue Hospital will meet 
at the house of Dr. James R. Woop, No. 2 Irving Place, on 
Thursday, June 12, 1862, at half past 7 P.M., for the pur- 
pose of examining candidates for Junior Assistants to Belle- 
vue and Blackwell's Island Hospitals to fill four or more 
vacancies in said Institutions. Gentlemen will send their 
applications and references to the chairman at once. 

James R. Woop, Chairman of Examining Committee. 


Thursday, { 


Saturday, 
June 14. 





Dr. Exvisna Harris 
HAS REMOVED TO 
No. 43 EAST TWENTY.THIRD STREET, 


Between Fourth Avenue and Madison Square. 


Dr. Jutius Hompercer, 
Specialin: Diseases of the Ene, 
has removed to » 
24 West i2th Street. 
§ From 9—11 a.m. 
1 “ 56pm, 


Orrice Hours: Pu 


SPECIAL 


NOTICES. June 4, 1862, 


SunGeon-Generaw's Orrror, 
Wasnineton, May 10, 1862. 
. . 
| A n Army Medical Board will assem- 
| ble in Washington, D. C., on the Ist of June next, for the examina- 
| tion of applicants for admission into the Medical Corps of the Army. In 
| addition to the ordinary requirements of moral character, medieal and 
surgical knowledge, poet fan emic education, and sound physical condi- 
tion, the applicants must be familiar with the principles of hygiene and the 
conditions necessary to the health of the troops in hospitals, camps, and 
transports, 

Applications must be addressed to the Secretary of War, through the 
Surgeon-General ; must state the residence of the applicant, and the date 
and place of his birth. They must also be accompanied (references will 
receive no attention) by respectable testimonials of his possessing the 
moral and physical qualifications requisite for filling ereditably the respon- 
sible station, and for performing ably the ardavus and active duties of an 
officer of the Medical Staff 

Applicants must be between freenty-one and twenty-eight years of age. 

No allowance is made for the expenses of persons undergoing these ex- 
aminations, as they are indispensable prerequisites to appointment; but 
those whe are approved and receive appointments will be entitled to 
transportation on obeying their first order. 

There are now, and soon will occur, several vacancies in the Medical 


Staff. 
J ohn W. Shedden, Apothecary, 
e 868 Bowery, cor. 4th St. 


Squibb’s, Allen’s, Tilden’s, Herring's, and other fine preparations always 
on hand; also Pure Chloroform and Oxalate of Cerium prepared for us 
by Duncan Flockhart & Co., Edinburgh. 


P. W. Beprorp, 
PHA RMACHEUTIST, 
REMOVED TO 
745 Sixth Avenue, near Forty-fourth Street, 


Opposite Sixth Avenue Railroad Depot. 


v TT — , » = m. - y 
\\ m. H. Davol, M.D., late Physician 
to L. 1. College Hospital, Brooklyn, removed to St. Paul, Minn. 
References.—C, L. Mitcheil, M.D., T. L. Mason, M.D., Prof. E. N. Chap- 
man, M.D.. of Brooklyn; Prof. Austin Flint, M.D., Prof. B. F. Barker 
NLL, of New York. 


THE FIRST NUMBER OF THE 
American Journal of Ophthalmology 


JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprror. 
WILL BE OUT IN THE COURSE OF THIS WEEK, 
CONTENTS. 

On Diphtheritis of the Conjunctiva. By Dr, Graefe. 
On Strabisinus Concomitans, By the Editor, 

The Universal Society of Opbthalmology. 
Journalistic Reports. 

Paris Correspondence, ete., ete, 





Subscription Price for one year (six numbers), $2.00; sample numbers, 


25 cents. 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 


NEW BOOKS. 
Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price. 
° f ‘ Ty . 4 ‘ 

\ ppia (P. L.) The Ambulance Sur- 
vi geon, or Practical Observations on Gunshot Wounds. 12mo. Edin- 
burgh, 1862. $1.50 We 

Bai.trere Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price, 


(‘linical Essays, by B. W. Richardson, 
/ MD. 8vo. London, 1862. $2.00. 
Batiuease Buoturenrs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price. 


(jmelin (Iu.) Hand-Book of Chemistry. 


Vol. I. 2d Edition, revised. 8vo. London, 1861. $3.25, 
Bartuere Broruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 





Seat Free by Mail on Receipt of Price, 


° . 1 
}pilepsy: its Symptoms, Treatment, 
4 and Kelation to other Chronic Convulsive Diseases, by J. R. Rey- 

nolds, M.D. London, $5.25. 
sarLuueRE Brotuens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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kK. & S. FOUGERA, PHARMACEUTISTS, 


AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 





No. 30 N. William st., N. York, and No. 169 Atlantic st., Brooklyn, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PREPARATIONS: 


Acrexts: T. METCALF & CO, Bosrox, Mass.; H. P. WAKELEE, San Francisco, Caurrorma; BE. L 


MASSOT, Sr. Lours, Mo.; 


, Battrmore, Mary.anp, ETC. ETO. 


To be had also from the first class Drug Stores. 





ALBESPEYRE’S BLISTERING TISSUE. 

This Tissue is always reliable, being of a uniform strength and blistering 
in six hours. It is neat, handy, economical, and of a great convenience for 
Physictans (principally country Physicians) Pharmaceutists, and 
Patients, Generally used in the civil practice; it is the only one employed 
in the active armies and hospitals of France. 

ALBESPEYRE’S EPISPASTIC PAPER, is used for maintaining blis- 
ters, in preference to any drawing ointments, 


tAQUIN’S CAPSULES, 
Approved by the French Academy of Medicine—Dalily prescribed with 


success by the profession at large. These Capeules are superior to any 
similar preparations, 


GENEVOIX PURE OIL OF HORSE CHESNUTS. 
This Anti-Gout preparation is among the numerous topical applica- 
tions possessed by therapeutics, the best external remedy for Gout, Kurv- 
MATISM, Gnd NEURALGIA, 
N.B. /t ts = important, in applying this oil, to rub gently on the 
the akin ta completely saturated with the oil. 
KE. GENEVOLX, Phen., 14 Rue des Beaux Arts, Paris. 

















LLANCARD'S PILLS OF IODIDE OF IRON. 

Every physician, every work of medicine, regards the Iodide of Lron as 
an exeellent preparation, uniting the properties of both Iron and lodine, 

Each pill contains one grain of lodide of Lron, the dose is two to four 
pills a day. None are genuine which have not s reactive silver seal 
attached to the lower part of the cork, &c., &c. 

BLANCARD, Phen., No. 40 Rue Bonaparte, Paris. 
BONJEAN’S ERGOTINE & DRAGEES OF ERGOTINE. 

Bonjean’s Ergotine, or purified Extract of Ergot, is the extractive prin- 
ciple of Secale Cornutum, minus its poisonous substance, In consequence, 
Bonjean's Ergotine may be given in doses proportionate to the danger of 
the ease, without any risk for the life of the patient. The dose of Bonjean's 
Ergotine is trom five to 10 grains, daily. One dragée (three grains) may 
be given, crushed, every two or three hours, in some grave cases of uterine 
hemorrhage. 

LABELONYE, Phen., No. 19 Rue Bourbon, Villeneuve, Paris. 
QUEVENNE’S IRON AND DRAGEES OF IRON 
BY HYDROGEN. 

Physicians desirous to have a faithful article, will prescribe Genuine 
Quevenne’s Iron, which is always uniform and reliable, and quite different 
from the commercial Iron by Hydrogen. 

it comes in small bottles, with a tin 8poon containing two grains of Iron, 
which is # dose. E. GENEVOLX, 14 Rue des Beaux Arts, Paris, 

a LEBEL’S SAVONULES OF COPAIVA, &c., &e. 

‘The unfriendly action of Copaiva on the stomach, causing nauseous eruc- 
tations and gustric derangements, renders its continued employment often 
impossible. Iu Lebel’s Savonules, the Balsam, by its sapontitication with 
an aleali, is modified in such a manner, that its digestion is easy and its 
o—— more ready, besides its elegant forma and disguise under a coat- 


ing of gluten, recovered by sugar as a dragee, neither offend the sight nor 
displease the palate, 


PIERLOT’S VALERIANATE OF AMMONIA, 
FOR NERVOUS AFFECTIONS. 

This preparation ts not at all like the one prepared by Apothecaries, after 
the formula published in the journals; its odor, its taste, and above all, its 
success, where the other one fails, will tell at once how different they are 
one from the other. 

Genuine Pierlota Valerianate of Ammonia is a most efficacious 
remedy in Neuralgia, Epilepsy, Convulsions, Hysteria, &c., &e, 

Dose.—Two to three teaspounfuls daily. 

PLERLOT, Phen., 40 Rue Mazarine, Paris. 











{ 


BOUDAULT'S PEPSINE, 


Snaseeiy prescribed In Dyepepsta, Gastralgta, in slow and 
digestion, in chronic diseases, and also to arrest eomiting during preg- 
nancy. 

Dose.—Fifteen grains in powder, two or three times # day, just before 
eating. 


LABELONYE’S GRANULES OF DIGITALIS, . 
Fach Granule contains one-thud of a grain of Hydro-alcoholic Extract of 
Digitalis Purpurea. This preparation is an excellen: sedative, a powerful 
diuretic, and is perfectly acceptable to the stomach. They regulate well 
the Pulsations of the Heart, increase rapidly the urinary secretions, act 
remarkably well in the Nervous a Aneuriems, and ~—— 
trophies of the Heart, in various kinds of Dropsies, principally those 
symptomatic to the Heart. 

Dose.—Four to ten Granules daily. 
LABELON YE, Phen., 19 Rue Bourbon Villeneuve, Paris. 


FRUNEAU’S ASTHMATIC PAPER. 

This paper contains a determined quantity of Nitrate of Potash, Bella- 
donna, Hyosciamus, Stramonium, and it burns well, and its pleasant fumes 
near the patient, in a closed room, relieve immediately ail oppressions. 

FRUNEAU, Phen.. Nantes, France. 

E. & 8S. FOUGERA’S COMPOUND DRAGEES OF, 

SANTONINE. 

These Dragées compound of Santonine and Jalapine are at the same time 
vermifuge and purgative—being coated with sugar they are pleasant to 
take, even for children. Fach Dragée contains half a grain Santonine and 
one-fifth of a grain of Jalapine, with chocolate and coated with sugar. 

Dose.—Ten to twelve a day for an adult, repeated three days. 


GELIS & CONTE’S DRAGEES OF LACTATE OF 
IRON. 
Approved by the French Academy of Medicine. 

The superiority of action of the Lactate of Jron is duly attributed to its 
perfect solubility in the gastric juice. It is daily prescribed for Cilorosia, 
Whites, Amenorrhea, and general debility. Each Dragee contains one 
grain Lactate of Iron. 

Dose.—Two to three, three times a day. 


PAULLINIA-FOURNIER, 
Is daily administered as a tonic and principally for the nervous system, 
hence its advantageous application for Neuralgia, Headache, convulsions 
of the stomach, &c., &c. It is favorably spoken of by Drs. Troussean, 
Pidoux, Grisolle, &e., &c. No. 26 Kue d’Anjou St. Honoré, Paris, 


E. & S$. FOUGERA'’S DRAGEES AND SYRUP OF 
PYROPHOSPHATE OF IRON. 

The efficacy of this new preparation, containing two important elements 
of our system, Iron and Phosphorus, is admitted by all Physicians who 
have employed it. Being borne easily by the most delicate stomachs, i* 
agrees very well with young ladies; it is used with decided benefit in casce 
of general debility, Anemia, Dyspepsia, Neuralgia, and principally 
where a nervous tonic is indicated. 

Doses.—Two to four Dragees, three times a day, or a dessert to a tea- 
spoonful three times a day. For children in proportion, 


PERSONNE'S IODINISED OIL. 
APPROVED BY THE FRENCH ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. ‘ 
This Oil, containing Iodine in an el tary bination, is very much 

like sweet almond oil in its taste and color; it has great advantages over 
cod-liver oil, as it can be administered in smaller quantity and without dis- 
cust for the patient. Ricord says: that the cure, or at least some modifica- 
tion of the disease, have always been obtained quicker with Personne’s 
lodinised Oil, than with cod liver oil. This oil is used in the same cases us 
codliver oil, Doss.—A teaspoonful two or three times a day. 

No. 19 Rue Bourbon Villeneuve, Paris. 


























E. & 8S. FOUGERA, Pharmaceutists, New York and Brooklyn, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ABOVE PREPARATIONS, 


N.B. Paarwacevtists ann Wuoresate Drvcaists will find it to their advantage to send for our new 
Price Current, in which the prices of Imported French Medicinal Preparations are much reduced. 





gh ed eet 








AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. June 7, 1862, 





FINKLE & LYON 
SEWING MACHINE COMPANY, 


538 Broadway, New York. 










A - ~ . 
Mechanical Surgery. 
BEB. D- HUDSON, M.D.,, 

CLINTON HALL, (up stairs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
Place, New York. 

ARTIFICIAL LEGS, (by Right, * Patwer’s Parayt,”) 
improved, and adapted to every species of mutilated Foot, 
Ankle, Leg, or Thigh, unequalled for normal construction, 
mobility, utility, workmanship, and intelligent approval FEET and 
appurtenances for limbs shortened by Morbus Conarius, a new and unique 
appliance, eminently successful, salutary, and natural appearance, ete. 
HANDS and ARMS, of superior excellence, for mutilations and congeni- 


This Company, being duly licensed, their Machines are protected from 
infringement and litigation. 


Persons desiring to procure a Sewing Machine should purchase the tal defects of — superior extremities, The “Suncica, Apsvvant,” sent 
. | gratis to applicants. 
’ r x J Ts T ¥ ry 
I INKLE & LY ON MACHINE | REFERENCES 
for the following reasons . | VALENTINE Mort, M D., Ws. H. Van Burrs, M.D., 
os) ie chi iia ne ’ sk -atite tn Wittarp Parker, M.D., Srernuen Swirra, M.D., 
alt, Theme io ma, Machine, making the tight or lok-atttch, which ' 90 | J"i“Ciasocuas, MLD. Toons Martee ib, 
a a ? . Gurpon Brew, M.D., James R. Woop, M.D., 
2d. There is no Sewing Machine so durable, and so easily kept in order, F. H. Hamirroxs, M.D., Brigade Davip P, Suir, M.D., Medical 
8d. There is no Sewing Machine capable of doing so great a range of | Surgeon of U.8.A., Director, ete., U.S.A 
work ; no work ever required in Family Sewing, but what may be done | —— — 
perfectly on our Machine, from Lace to Heaviest Cloth. ion . y . ° m4 ~\T 
; | acenta, the Organic ‘rvous 
4th. Wherever our Machines have been fairly exhibited in competition | he I lac € a, € I Sane N ervous 


with other first-class Machines, we have been awarded rinst PREMIUMS. System, the Blood, the Oxygen, and the Animal Nervous System, Phy- 
siologically examined. By John O'Reilly, M.D., FLR.CS.L, ete. 8. 8. 
W. Wood, 389 Broadway, New York. John Churchill, New Burlington 
St., London. 


5th. With new improvements constantly being added—with perfection 
of mechanical skill, obtained by long experience—we aim to produce a 
Machine which shall be a source of profit and pleasure to the purchaser, Exrracts rrom Notices. 
6th. There is no Sewing Machine so fully guaranteed as ours; for ewe » , . cite ‘ 

. v Jd 5 arantee : Ss; “ OR i > » rT > sig . d y “ve art- 
warrant every Machine we sell to give better satisfaction than any Dx. O'Rervey is evidently an enthusiastic student in whatever depart 
other, or we will refund the money “ ” ment of medical science he directs his inquiries. He chooses by pre- 
’ ¥ ig ference the most abstruse subjects, and brings to their investigation 


7th. We have still further reduced our prices, and?when the quality of | experimentation, observation, and ratiocination. To give the various 
the Machine is considered, it will be readily conceded that for questions which the author has brought forward, and subjected to critical 
Hy . analysis, a complete examination would be a task for which we have 

S24 ( ).( 0 neither time nor space. Nor would such review profit the reader who has 

we furnish the best and cheapest Machiu« in the world. access to Dr, O'Reilly's work. It embraces a mass of propositions, experi- 


: . m . . . J ments, and conclusions, which no one can properly appreciate witho 
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